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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing on-site disposal
of storm water runoff to improve the quality of New York city waters and enhance the potential for recreational
use of the city's waterfronts.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.Subdivision b of section 24-526 of the administrative code of the city of New York is

amended to read as follows:

(b) Required conveyance of storm water for off-site disposal when public sewers into which discharge is

feasible are located within five hundred feet of property. If the commissioner determines that a public street

storm sewer or a public street combined sewer is located within five hundred feet, measured along a street,

alley or right-of-way, from any point on the boundary of a development or of a lot which is not within a

development into which it would be feasible, as described in subdivision (g) of this section, to discharge storm

water from such development or lot:

(1) An owner of a lot within such a development or of such a lot not within a development who is

constructing or causing to be constructed a building on such lot may, with the approval of the commissioner,

dispose of the storm water falling or coming to rest on such lot in accordance with the provisions of section

P110.13 of reference standard RS-16 of this code.

[(1)] (2) An owner of a lot within such a development or of such a lot not within a development, who is

constructing or causing to be constructed on such a lot a single one-family or two-family detached or semi-

detached building, may dispose of the storm water falling or coming to rest within such lot which is required,

by paragraph two of subdivision (b) of section P110.2 of reference standard RS-16 of this code, to be conveyed
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by paragraph two of subdivision (b) of section P110.2 of reference standard RS-16 of this code, to be conveyed

to a boundary of such lot abutting a street for off-site disposal, by causing such storm water to be discharged

through an under-the-sidewalk drain or across a sidewalk onto a paved street improved in accordance with the

requirements of the department of

transportation and containing curbs; provided that catch basins adequate to receive such storm water are

located, or are installed in accordance with the requirements of this code and of the department, within five

hundred feet from the farthest point of storm water discharge onto such street; provided further that the

commissioner determines that such

means of storm water disposal is feasible, as described in subdivision (g) of this section, and also provided that

the commissioner of buildings agrees with such determination.

[(2)] (3) An owner of a lot within such a development or of such a lot not within a development who is

constructing or causing to be constructed a building on such lot shall dispose of the storm water falling or

coming to rest on such lot which is required, by paragraph three of subdivision (b) of section P110.2 of

reference standard RS-16 of this code, to be conveyed to a boundary of such lot abutting a street for off-site

disposal, except as provided in [paragraph] paragraphs one and two of this subdivision, by conveying such

storm water, together with all storm water falling or coming to rest on all streets and other paved areas outside

of such lot constructed or altered in connection with the construction of such building for the primary purpose

of improving vehicular or pedestrian access thereto, by sewers, constructed in accordance with requirements in

subdivision (e) of this section and elsewhere in this code and of the department, to such public sewer; provided

that no sewage shall be discharged into any such public street storm sewer. If installation of a controlled flow

storm water system, in accordance with the requirements of section P110.6 of this reference standard, is

necessary to make it feasible to discharge such storm water into such public sewer, the owner of the lot shall

install such a system.

§2. Subdivision b of section P110.2 of reference standard RS-16 of the appendix to chapter 1 of title 27
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of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

(b) Disposal of storm water when public sewers are located in front of the property.-Where any new

building or other substantial horizontal enlargement is to be constructed on a lot and the department determines

that a public street storm sewer or public street combined sewer is located directly in front of any point of any

boundary of such lot and that it would be feasible, pursuant to subdivision (j) of this section, to discharge storm

water from such lot into such street storm sewer or street combined sewer, the owner of such lot shall ensure

that all storm water falling or coming to rest on all impervious surfaces within such lot will be discharged to

such street storm sewer or street combined sewer, or, with the approval of the commissioner, in accordance

with the provisions of section P110.13 of this reference standard. Such discharge into a street storm sewer or

street combined sewer shall be by means of building storm sewers or building combined sewers, provided that

no sewage shall be discharged into a public street storm sewer. If the department determines that such street

storm sewer or street combined sewer has partial capacity to receive the storm water discharged from such lot,

the remainder of such storm water shall be discharged pursuant to subdivision (c) of this section.

§3. Subdivision c of section P110.2 of reference standard RS-16 of the appendix to chapter 1 of title 27

of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by renumbering paragraphs 1 and 2 as

paragraphs 2 and 3, respectively, and by adding a new paragraph 1 to read as follows:

(1) With the approval of the commissioner, on-site disposal of storm water in accordance with the

provisions of section P110.13 of this reference standard;

§4. Paragraph 3 of subdivision c of section P110.2 of reference standard RS-16 of the appendix to

chapter 1 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as renumbered by section 3 of this local

law, is amended by deleting subparagraph A and relettering subparagraphs B, C, D and E as subparagraphs A,

B, C, and D, respectively and by amending paragraph 3 to read as follows:

(3) Where [paragraph] paragraphs one and two of this subdivision [does] do not apply, drainage of

storm water shall be by means of:

§5. Subparagraph D of paragraph 3 of subdivision c of section P110.2 of reference standard RS-16 of
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§5. Subparagraph D of paragraph 3 of subdivision c of section P110.2 of reference standard RS-16 of

the appendix to chapter 1 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as relettered by section

4 of this local law, is amended to read as follows:

(D) Any means of drainage acceptable to the commissioner, including any combination of the means

specified in subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C)[, an (D)] above. Provided, however, that over-sidewalk drains shall

not be permitted. Provided, further, that the commissioner shall consult with the commissioner of

environmental protection or the commissioner of transportation, as appropriate, prior to approving any such

combination of means or any means of drainage not specified in this paragraph.

§6. Subdivision d of section P110.2 of reference standard RS-16 of the appendix to chapter 1 of title 27

of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

(d) Points of discharge for storm water from a lot or development.-Storm water drained from a lot or

development pursuant to subparagraph [(D)] (C) of paragraph [two] three of subdivision (c) of this section may

be discharged into:

§7. Subdivision a of section P110.13 of reference standard RS-16 of the appendix to chapter 1 of title 27

of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

(a) Stormwater, as defined in subdivision (a) of section P110.2 of this reference standard, falling on

areaways 25 sq. ft. or less in area, or greater than 25 sq. ft. in area with the approval of the commissioner, may

be leached into the ground within the areaway if the ground water is at least 2 ft. below the elevation of the

areaway.

§8. Subdivision c of section P110.13 of reference standard RS-16 of the appendix to chapter 1 of title 27

of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

(c) Drywells shall be the only method of on-site disposal of storm water permitted, except as provided

in subdivision (a) of this section or unless an alternate method of on-site disposal is approved by the

commissioner with the concurrence of the commissioner of environmental protection or the commissioner of

transportation, as appropriate, pursuant to subparagraph [(E)] (D) of paragraph [two] three of subdivision (c) of
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transportation, as appropriate, pursuant to subparagraph [(E)] (D) of paragraph [two] three of subdivision (c) of

section P110.2 of this reference standard. Drywells shall be constructed in accordance with the following

provisions:

§9. Section P110.13 of reference standard RS-16 of the appendix to chapter 1 of title 27 of the

administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision d to read as follows:

(d) Other methods of on-site disposal of storm water may be permitted with the authorization of the

commissioner and the commissioner of environmental protection.

§10. This local law shall take effect immediately after it is enacted into law.
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