The New York City Council

City Hall
New York, NY 10007

Legislation Text
File #: Int 0407-2010, Version: *

Int. No. 407
By Council Members Dilan, Brewer, Fidler, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Mealy, Nelson, Rose, Vann,
Williams and Mendez
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring existing
elevators in residential buildings and other buildings with residential occupants to be equipped with additional
safety devices.
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Article 2 of subchapter 18 of chapter 1 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of
New York is amended by adding a new section 27-996.3 to read as follows:
§27-996.3 Ascending car overspeed and unintended car movement protection. (a) Notwithstanding the
provisions of section 27-994 of this article, in all existing buildings or building sections classified in occupancy
group R-2 and in all elevators accessible by the residential occupants of existing mixed occupancy buildings,
ascending car overspeed protection shall be provided in all electric traction elevators to prevent the elevator car
from striking the hoistway overhead structure as a result of a failure in electric components, the control system
or any other component upon which the speed of the car depends, except the suspension ropes and the drive
sheave of the traction machine. Such ascending car overspeed protection shall conform with ASME A17.12000.
(b) All work necessary to meet the requirements of this section shall be completed within one year of
the effective date of this section.
§2. Article 2 of subchapter 18 of chapter 1 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York
is amended by adding a new section 27-996.4 to read as follows:
§27-996.4. Waiver of requirements. (a) The commissioner may waive the requirements of section 27996.3 of this code for which a formal application together with plans was filed provided, however, that such
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996.3 of this code for which a formal application together with plans was filed provided, however, that such
waiver would not significantly adversely affect provisions for safety and security and that equally safe and
proper alternatives are prescribed and, further, that such waiver is based upon a specific finding that strict
compliance with the requirement:
(1) would create an undue economic burden; or
(2) would not achieve its intended objective; or
(3) would be physically or legally impossible; or
(4) would be unnecessary in light of alternatives which insure the achievement of the intended
objective or which, without a loss in the level of safety, achieve the intended objective more efficiently,
effectively or economically.
(b) Each application for a waiver under subdivision a of this section shall be made to the
commissioner in writing, setting forth the specific reason or reasons therefor.

The commissioner shall

determine, under all of the circumstances presented by such application, if such requirement may appropriately
be waived. The commissioner shall render such determination in a writing which shall set forth in detail the
commissioner's findings and conclusions with respect to the requirement sought to be waived. A copy of such
written determination shall be forwarded to the applicant. Such written determination shall be filed with the
department and shall be available for public inspection.
§3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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