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By Council Members James, Lander, Chin, Dickens, Dromm, Ferreras, Gentile, Koppell, Mark-Viverito,
Nelson, Rodriguez, Vann, Williams, Crowley, Van Bramer, Levin, Barron, Jackson and Arroyo

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the Department
of Homeless Services to refer individuals and families whose section 8 vouchers were revoked to the New York
City Housing Authority for priority placement in public housing apartments.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Declaration of legislative findings and intent.  In December 2009, the New York City

Housing Authority (“NYCHA”) stopped issuing federal Section 8 vouchers and revoked the vouchers of

individuals and families who had not completed the steps necessary to activate their vouchers.  NYCHA’s

action affected approximately 2,600 people in need of housing, including homeless individuals and families,

domestic violence victims, youth aging out of foster care, and intimidated witnesses.  Yet according to

NYCHA, as of February 2010, over 850 public housing apartments were vacant and ready to be occupied.

The Council finds that the City has an obligation to locate permanent, affordable housing as quickly as

possible for those who were promised and received section 8 vouchers that were later rescinded.  According to

the individuals and families who are impacted by the revocation, advocates, and other members of the

community, many of the 2,600 affected have not received assistance from the City in obtaining such permanent

and affordable housing, and are already homeless or are on the verge of homelessness.  Moreover, some of

those in need of assistance participated in one of the Department of Homeless Services’ (“DHS”) Advantage

New York programs.  Accordingly, the Council finds that it is necessary to require the DHS to refer the

individuals and families whose section 8 vouchers were rescinded to NYCHA, for priority placement in public

housing apartments.
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§2.  Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new

section 21-316 to read as follows:

§21-316.  Referrals to public housing apartments.  The commissioner shall refer an individual or family

to a public housing apartment operated by the New York city housing authority for priority placement if the

following conditions are met:

a.  the individual or family received or is currently receiving services from the department and/or one of

the department’s contracted service providers; and

b.  as of December 30, 2009, the individual or family completed the federal section 8 housing choice

voucher program application process and was issued a section 8 voucher, but had not yet moved into a section 8

eligible apartment; and

c.  the individual or family received written notice from the New York city housing authority dated

December 30, 2009, stating that the New York city housing authority would not accept the individual or

family’s rental package or provide section 8 assistance; and

d.  the individual or family is eligible for New York city housing authority public housing, as

determined by the New York City housing authority.

§3.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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