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By Council Members Mark-Viverito, Dromm and Lander

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a pilot program for the
performance of commercial waste audits.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Subchapter 3 of title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by

adding a new section 16-306.1 to read as follows:

§16-306.1 Commercial waste audit demonstration projects. a. No later than six months from the

effective date of this section, the commissioner shall select at least one business from each of the following

sectors to perform, or fund the performance of, a waste audit consistent with the requirements of this section, (i)

a restaurant or food service establishment; (ii) a company engaged primarily in the construction and demolition

of buildings; (iii) a company engaged primarily in manufacturing products at a factory or other facility located

in the city; (iv) a school or university; (v) a dry cleaning establishment; (vi) a business with fewer than twenty-

five employees occupying office space; and (vii) a business with greater than two hundred employees

occupying office space.

b. No later than eighteen months after effective date of this section, the department shall complete, or

require the completion of, demonstration waste audits for the entities designated by the commissioner pursuant

to subdivision a of this section.

c. The commissioner shall adopt and implement rules establishing criteria for the waste audits required

pursuant to this section including, but not limited to, the following, (i) an observation of the waste management

practices of the designated entities; (ii) a survey of each designated entity’s waste composition; (iii) a review of

each designated entity’s waste removal contracts; (iv) an assessment of each designated entity’s needs with
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each designated entity’s waste removal contracts; (iv) an assessment of each designated entity’s needs with

respect to waste management and an evaluation of options available to such entity; and, (v) based upon the

results of these waste audits, recommendations to increase recycling, decrease waste and decrease waste

management costs for each designated entity including, but not limited to, improving the availability of

recycling infrastructure for entity employees; substituting non-recyclable materials with recyclable alternatives;

substituting disposable materials with reusable alternatives; opportunities to reuse, donate, recycle or compost

common materials otherwise placed into the waste stream; purchasing of materials that contain recycled

content; opportunities to employ technology to decrease waste and manage resources more effectively;

recommendations for other environmentally preferable purchasing; and any other recommendations the

commissioner deems important to sustainability and improved waste management practices.

d. Within six months of completing such waste audits, the department shall report the recommendations

and other relevant information resulting from each of the waste audit demonstration projects to the Council and

the Mayor, omitting any proprietary information of a participating entity, and shall make such information

available to other businesses and entities in the same sectors as those participating in such demonstration audits

via the department website.

§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately.

LS 7871
3/1/10 - JJH

The New York City Council Printed on 4/26/2024Page 2 of 2

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/

