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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department
of transportation to install lighting under elevated train lines

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is

amended by adding a new section 19-188.4 to read as follows:

§ 19-188.4 Distinctive lighting under elevated train lines. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section,

the following terms have the following meanings:

Distinctive lighting. The term “distinctive lighting” means a lighting fixture that is not of a type and

design pre-approved by the art commission for usage on sidewalks or streets.

Sufficient lighting. The term “sufficient lighting” means that the average level of illumination, as

measured at the level of the walking or driving surface along the entire length of a sidewalk or street on a block,

is at least 1 footcandle (11 lux).

b. Safety assessment. No later than 1 year after the effective date of the local law that added this section,

the commissioner shall assess all streets and sidewalks under elevated train lines operated by the New York city

transit authority, the metropolitan transportation authority, or any subsidiary of either such authority to

determine whether they lack sufficient lighting and shall post on the department’s website, and submit to the

speaker of the council and the mayor, a report regarding the results of such assessment. The commissioner shall

include in such report a description of the methodology used to conduct such assessment.

c. Installation. If the commissioner determines that a street or sidewalk under such an elevated train line
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c. Installation. If the commissioner determines that a street or sidewalk under such an elevated train line

lacks sufficient lighting, the department shall install lighting fixtures capable of providing sufficient lighting on

such street or sidewalk no later than 3 years after submission of the report required by subdivision b of this

section. Subject to appropriations and the receipt of any approvals required by law, all lighting fixtures installed

pursuant to this subdivision shall be distinctive lighting. Nothing in this section shall be construed to:

1. Require the department to take any action that would interfere with the activities of the New York city

transit authority, the metropolitan transportation authority, or any subsidiary of either such authority, or with

such authorities’ or subsidiaries’ control or use of their property; or

2. Require lighting to be installed on the property of the New York city transit authority, the

metropolitan transportation authority, or any subsidiary of either such authority.

d. Reporting. No later than April 1, 2030, and no later than April 1 of each year thereafter for 10 years,

the commissioner shall post on the department’s website, and submit to the speaker of the council and the

mayor, a report regarding lighting installations completed by the department pursuant to this section,

disaggregated by calendar year.

§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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