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Res. No. 966

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the governor to sign A.6955-A/S.7197,
which would ensure that battery energy storage systems are sited at an appropriate distance from neighboring
properties.

By Council Members Holden, Ariola, Williams, Brooks-Powers, Morano and Paladino

Whereas, Battery energy storage systems are increasingly becoming a vital part of New York's clean

energy framework; and

Whereas, In 2024, Governor Kathy Hochul announced the New York State Public Service Commission

approved a new plan for the State to reach six gigawatts of energy storage by 2030, accounting for at least 20

percent of the State's peak electricity demand; and

Whereas, Similarly, in 2024, the Adam’s Administration announced New York City’s Green Economy

Economic Action plan, which is a comprehensive initiative to foster the City’s green economy by creating jobs

and ensuring an equitable approach to a sustainability; and Whereas, The plan aims to generate 400,000 “green

-collar” jobs by 2040, which will focus on areas including: climate innovation, renewable energy, and low-

carbon transportation; and

Whereas, In 2023, the Adams Administration launched the City of Yes for Carbon Neutrality initiative,

aimed at increasing housing supply and affordability by creating numerous zoning reforms; and

Whereas, Part of these zoning reforms have loosened requirements and have made it easier to install

battery energy storage systems in residential neighborhoods; and

Whereas, During the same year, the New York City Economic Development Cooperation announced

the development of four new battery storage facilities in Queens and Staten Island in an effort to expand the
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City’s clean and renewable energy system; and

Whereas, Recently, there has been public concern about safety and placement in neighborhoods where

battery storage facilities may be located; and

Whereas, In January of 2025, a California based battery-storage plant, approximately the same size as

the one planned for Staten Island, caught fire and burned for multiple days, prompting the evacuation of more

than 1,000 residents and closing of local schools; and

Whereas, Specific safeguards must be established to ensure the public safety of residents located near

battery storage facilities; and

Whereas, New York State Assemblymember Jaime R. Williams introduced A.6955-A, and New York

State Senator Joseph P. Addabbo Jr. introduced companion bill S.7197; and

Whereas, A.6955-A/S.7197, would direct the New York State Department of Public Service to

promulgate rules and regulations regarding setback requirements for the siting of battery energy storage

systems, in addition to surety requirements for developers; and

Whereas; A.6955-A/S.7197, would require a minimum setback for commercial energy storage systems,

with a capacity of five megawatts or greater, of no less than one-thousand feet from residential property; and

Whereas, A.6955-A/S.7197 would require public hearings prior to the approval of an application for a

permit of such systems; and

Whereas, Establishing these safeguards will provide a balance of achieving clean energy goals and

creating public safety and community trust for all New Yorkers; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass

and the governor to sign A.6955-A/S.7197, which would ensure that battery energy storage systems are sited at

an appropriate distance from neighboring properties.
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