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Res. No. 590

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the New York State Governor to sign,
S.2643/A.3986, allowing bicyclists to treat stop signs as yield signs, and red lights as stop signs.

By Council Members Restler, Narcisse, Won, Krishnan, Brewer, Riley and Richardson Jordan (by request of

the Brooklyn Borough President)

Whereas, Over the past decades, transportation infrastructure of cities and states has become

increasingly diversified; and

Whereas, In addition to traditional means of transportation, such as motor vehicles and public transit, a

growing number of residents and businesses are using bicycles for pleasure, work and as a commuting

alternative; and

Whereas, The growing popularity of bicycles has prompted some cities and states to reevaluate their

traffic laws; and

Whereas, In 1982, Idaho adopted section 49-720 (the “Idaho stop”), which allows bicycles to treat stops

signs as yield signs and red lights as stop signs; and

Whereas, The goal of the Idaho stop is to allow more flexibility for bicyclists by conserving their

momentum and helping to keep them out of the way of heavy automobile traffic; and

Whereas, According to the United States Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic

Safety Administration, in addition to Idaho; Arkansas, Delaware, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Utah and

Washington have adopted some version of the Idaho statute; and

Whereas, More recently, in 2022, Washington, D.C. adopted the Safer Streets Amendment Act, which

among other things, implemented an Idaho stop law within the city; and
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Whereas, The adoption of the Idaho stop would have no impact on a pedestrian’s right of way, because

bicyclists would still have to slow down in order to ensure that the intersection is clear of pedestrians, vehicles

and other bicycles; and

Whereas, Moreover, riding a bicycle raises distinct safety needs and requirements, with individuals who

ride bicycles not posing the same safety hazards to pedestrians as automobiles because bicycles generally travel

at a slower speed and have the ability to more quickly respond to surrounding traffic; and

Whereas, In addition, studies show that there are positive safety benefits to implementing Idaho stop-

like laws, as they give bicyclists greater flexibility at stop signs and red lights, and thus, enhance road safety for

all road users; and

Whereas, In New York City, in 2021, there were 55,000 bike commuters to work, 110,000 bike

commute trips to work, 550,000 total daily cycling trips, and 200.8 million total annual cycling trips, with an

estimated 900,000 New Yorkers riding a bike regularly; and

Whereas, In an effort to ensure the safety of bicyclists and all road users, S.2643, sponsored by New

York State Senator Rachel May, and A.3986, sponsored by New York State Assemblymember Patricia Fahy,

were introduced, and would allow bicyclists to treat a stop sign as a yield sign, and a red light as a stop sign;

and

Whereas, As bicycling is a vital means of transportation for those in New York City, and improved

safety among bicyclists is always necessary, S.2646/A.3986 are important pieces of legislation that could

benefit all New Yorkers; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass,

and the New York State Governor to sign, S.2643/A.3986, allowing bicyclists to treat stop signs as yield signs,

and red lights as stop signs.
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