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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notices of violation issued
by the department of buildings for illegal signs or billboards.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new

section 28-501.4.1 to read as follows:

§28-501.4.1. Service. Service of a notice of violation to a person charged with a violation for any outdoor sign

that violates any provision of the zoning resolution, this code, the 1968 building code or rules adopted pursuant

thereto this title, shall be made upon such person, using the methods of service pursuant to the rules of the

department, no later than five days after an authorized employee or agent of the department initially drafts such

notice of violation.

§2. Title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 28-

501.7 to read as follows:

§28-501.7 Grace period. Where a person has been charged with a violation for any outdoor sign that violates

any provision of the zoning resolution, this code, the 1968 building code or rules adopted pursuant thereto this

title, and such person has never previously been found in violation of any provision of the zoning resolution,

this code, the 1968 building code or rules adopted pursuant thereto this title, relating to outdoor signs, the

commissioner shall provide such person with a grace period to correct the alleged violation. The commissioner

shall determine the duration of the grace period, provided that (1) such grace period commences on the date

when the first notice of violation is issued and (2) no subsequent notice of violation for the same violation at the

same location be issued to the respondent and no penalty imposed upon the respondent unless such respondent
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same location be issued to the respondent and no penalty imposed upon the respondent unless such respondent

has not corrected the alleged violation within the time period provided by the grace period. For the purposes of

this section, each day’s continuance of the violation shall not be a separate and distinct violation, as provided by

section 28-501.4 of this title, unless the alleged violation is not corrected by the end of the grace period, in

which case, each day’s continuance of the violation after the grace period has expired shall be a separate and

distinct violation.

§3. Title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 28-

502.10 to read as follows:

§28-502.10 Liability for signs installed by an outdoor advertising company. Notwithstanding any other

provision of law to the contrary, any person who receives a notice of violation for any outdoor sign that violates

any provision of the zoning resolution, this code, the 1968 building code or rules adopted pursuant thereto this

title, shall not be liable for such violation where such outdoor sign has been erected, maintained, attached,

affixed, painted on, or in any other manner represented on a building by any outdoor advertising company prior

to the date when such person owned or leased such building.

§4. Title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 28-

501.4.1 to read as follows:

§28-501.4.1 Temporary penalty forgiveness. The commissioner shall establish a temporary penalty forgiveness

program in which any respondent imposed with a penalty relating to any outdoor sign that violates any

provision of the zoning resolution, this code, the 1968 building code or rules adopted pursuant thereto this title,

during the time period starting on July first, two thousand eight and ending on the effective date of this

provision, shall be forgiven from the payment of such penalty, provided that (1) such respondent has never

previously been found in violation of any provision of the zoning resolution, this code, the 1968 building code

or rules adopted pursuant thereto this title relating to outdoor signs and (2) such respondent corrects such

violation pursuant to the grace periods requirements set forth in section 28-501.7 of this title.
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§5.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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