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Res. No. 423

Resolution calling on Congress and the President to move significant funds away from the military budget in
order to fund social services, and to hold in-depth public hearings on the basic human needs of City residents
that are unmet because of government appropriations for the Pentagon.
By Council Members Rivera, Barron, Hudson, Restler, Louis, Hanif, Richardson Jordan, Avilés, Farias, De La
Rosa, Marte, Brannan, Ossé, Brewer, Krishnan, Nurse, Won, Caban, Gutiérrez, Ayala, Powers, Sanchez,
Joseph, Bottcher, Holden, Riley, Stevens and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

Whereas, The United States spends more than 10 percent of its federal budget on the U.S. Military, and
over half of the federal discretionary budget goes to defense-related programs; and

Whereas, In 2021, the United States spent over $801 billion on the military, $24 billion more than
China, India, the United Kingdom, Russia, France, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Japan, and South Korea combined;
and

Whereas, On March 28, 2022, the Biden administration submitted a national defense budget request of
$813.3 billion for Fiscal Year (FY) 2023; and

Whereas, If approved, this proposed budget will add $30.7 billion to the $782.6 billion budgeted for
defense in FY 2022; and
Whereas, Under the Trump administration, defense spending increased by more than $100 billion, a 16
percent increase from defense spending under the Obama administration; and

Whereas, The proposed FY 2023 defense budget is about 72 percent higher than the Obama
administration’s proposed defense budget of $582.17 billion for FY 2017; and

Whereas, The $30.7 billion increase in FY 2023 defense budget could be offset by cuts to social

services, and New York City could lose hundreds of millions of dollars in federal funding for such services; and
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Whereas, Former President Dwight D. Eisenhower recognized, that “every gun that is made, every
warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed,
those who are cold and are not clothed;” and

Whereas, Like other local governments, the City’s ability to fund essential social services relies in part
on federal grants; and

Whereas, The City’s Department of Housing and Preservation, for example, is the largest municipal
housing agency in the nation, and 68 percent of its FY 2021 budget came from federal funds; and
Whereas, According to the City Comptroller, cuts to federal programs would directly impact the lives of
New Yorkers because they would eliminate the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program, which more
than a million New Yorkers rely on to keep their homes warm in the winter; and

Whereas, Additional federally funded local programs that could experience cuts include the Summer
Youth Employment Program (SYEP), as well as Meals on Wheels, which provides meals and other services to
the elderly, and NYC Hope, which helps victims of domestic violence find safe shelter and other needed
resources; and

Whereas, Polling has shown that constituents do not want increases in defense budgets, especially at the
cost of social services; and

Whereas, A 2022 study conducted by the American Friends Service Committee found that, of the 1,240
U.S. adults surveyed, 56 percent supported cuts to the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) and reinvesting that
funding into pandemic recovery, healthcare, and jobs; and

Whereas, The Build Back Better Act, which would expand spending on health care, child care, jobs,
housing, and clean energy, would cost an average of just $170 billion per year, which equates to only 20 percent
of the proposed FY 2023 defense budget; and

Whereas, The National Priorities Project estimates that diverting the additional $30.7 billion proposed

for the defense budget could, for a year, fund healthcare for approximately 850,000 children from low-income
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families, medical care for nearly 200,000 veterans, create more than 46,000 clean energy jobs, build 650,000
public housing units, hire 160,000 nurses, and employ an additional 54,000 elementary school teachers; and

Whereas, According to the National Priorities Project, taxpayers in New York City contributed more
than $25 billion to the DoD in 2017, and a portion of their annual tax contribution could be reallocated to
provide a range of essential social services for New Yorkers; and

Whereas, In June 2017, the United States Conference of Mayors, including former Mayor Bill de
Blasio, unanimously passed a resolution calling upon all cities to hold public hearings on the ways that the
federal defense budget hampers local spending on essential social services; and

Whereas, the Poor People’s Campaign, the Cut the Pentagon Coalition, and the Congressional Defense
Spending Reduction Caucus, have called for at least a 10 percent reduction in the defense budget to meet
human needs at home; and

Whereas, Residents of New York City have a right to know and publicly comment on how their tax
dollars are spent and which services they want funded and prioritized,

Whereas, Local governments are the main victims of lopsided federal priorities embodied in a federal
budget skewed to favor defense spending; and

Whereas, New York City would benefit if the federal government spent less on the military and more on
transportation, education, housing, healthcare, environmental protection, and public goods and services; and

Whereas, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. powerfully and truly declared that “A nation that continues, year
after year, to spend more money on military defense than on programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual
death;” now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on Congress and the President to move
significant funds away from the military budget in order to fund social services, and to hold in-depth public
hearings on the basic human needs of City residents that are unmet because of government appropriations for

the Pentagon.
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