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Int. No. 1067
By Council Members Lappin, Foster, Gerson, James and Stewart

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to plastic garment bags used
by dry cleaning establishments.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Title sixteen of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new
chapter four-c to read as follows:

CHAPTER 4-C -DRY CLEANING BAGS
§16-470 Definitions

§16-471 Use of Dry Cleaning Bags.
§16-472 Penalties.

§16-470 Definitions. When used in this chapter:

a. “Dry cleaning establishment” means any place of business located within the

city of New York that either as its sole business or as part of its business accepts clothing or other materials

from the public for cleaning by the use of solvents other than water.

b. “Consumer” means any person who brings or sends clothing or other materials to a dry cleaning

establishment for the establishment to clean.

c. “Operator” means a person, firm or corporation that owns or is in control of, or

has responsibility for, the daily operation of a dry cleaning establishment.

d. “Dry cleaning bag” shall have the same meaning as “film plastic” as such term is defined in

subdivision c of section 16-452 of this code.

§16-471 Use of dry cleaning bags. Dry cleaning establishments may only use one dry cleaning bag per
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every five garments returned to a consumer. Quantities of more than five garments shall be returned to a

consumer using one dry cleaning bag per every five garments, with all remaining garments in quantities of less

than five returned to a consumer in a single dry cleaning bag.

§16-472 Penalties. Any person who violates the provisions of section 16-471 of this chapter shall be

liable for a civil penalty recoverable in a proceeding before the environmental control board in the amount of

five hundred dollars for the first violation, and one thousand dollars for a second or subsequent violation

committed within any twelve-month period.

§2. This local law shall take effect six months after enactment.
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