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Int. No. 997

By Council Members Gennaro, Brewer, Fidler, James, Koppell, Liu, Nelson, Sanders Jr., Weprin and Gerson

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the release of
construction site washout water from capital projects.

.Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Legislative findings and intent.   The Council finds that the Department of Environmental

Protection currently permits contractors at construction sites to rinse out concrete trucks and buckets and

washout pump trucks on site, and allow the rinse water to run off to the closest storm water drain.  This wash

water is highly alkaline with acidity essentially the same as liquid clog removers for pipes or ammonia and may

contain high levels of chromium, which can leach into the ground and contaminate groundwater. It can also

migrate to a storm drain, which can increase the alkalinity of surface waters and harm aquatic life. Water with

high alkalinity may kill or seriously injure fish should it reach surface waters and may inhibit the growth of

plants and cause damage to soils.  Solids that are improperly disposed of can clog storm drain pipes and cause

flooding.  By contrast, installing concrete washout facilities not only prevents pollution and protects marine life

and the environment, but is also a matter of good housekeeping practice at construction sites.

The Council further finds that where capital projects are involved, the City should set an example and

prohibit the release of construction site washout water to site soils or storm drains. The Council therefore finds

that concrete washout facilities should be installed at capital construction projects and when nearing capacity,

the material in the concrete washouts should be removed and disposed of in accordance with appropriate

disposal requirements.

§2. Section PC 1101 of Chapter 11 of the plumbing code of the city of New York is amended by adding
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§2. Section PC 1101 of Chapter 11 of the plumbing code of the city of New York is amended by adding

a new section PC 1101.12 to read as follows:

a For purposes of this section the following terms shall have the following meanings:

1.Capital project shall mean a project which provides for the construction, reconstruction, acquisition or

installation of a physical public betterment or improvement which would be classified as a capital asset under

generally accepted accounting principles for municipalities or any preliminary studies and surveys relative

thereto or any underwriting or other costs incurred in connection with the financing thereof.

2. Inspection shall mean examination of the contents of a concrete washout facility to determine if it has

been filled to seventy-five percent capacity.

3. Material removal shalll mean regular removal of stored liquids and their disposal in accordance with

department of environmental protection rules for the disposal of hazardous waste water.

4.Prefabricated washout containers shall mean prefabricated watertight concrete washout containers

designed to contain liquid waste materials and rainfall.

b. Discharge of construction waste prohibited.  No construction waste water shall be discharged at the

site of any capital project but shall be stored on site in prefabricated washout containers or lined below ground

washout areas provided or constructed by concrete contractors or subcontractors.

c. Daily inspections.  An inspection of washout containers shall take place on a daily basis to ascertain

the water level and whether material removal is needed. Measures to remove washout water and solids shall

include an on-site workplan reviewed and approved by the department of environmental protection and the

site safety inspector, and filed with the department.  The on-site workplan shall bear the name of the name of

the removal contractor.

d. Education for concrete contractors and subcontractors.  All concrete contractors or subcontractors for

capital projects must demonstrate to the general contractor, prior to commencing work, that they have been
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educated about the importance of the use of concrete washout facilities, that they know where the concrete

washout facilities at the site are located and that they know that concrete delivery company drivers must use

designated concrete washout facilities.  The general contractor shall be responsible for compliance by the

appropriate subcontractors and subject to penalties for noncompliance by such subcontractor.

e. Signage posted.  Signage shall be posted at all capital projects indicating the location of the concrete

washout facilities at such site.

f. Any contractor or subcontractor who knowingly discharges concrete washout on site to site soils or

who directs the concrete washout runoff to the nearest stormwater drain shall be subject to a civil penalty of

one thousand dollars for each instance that concrete washout water is improperly discharged.

§2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after enactment, except that the commissioner of

environmental protection shall take such measures, including the promulgation of rules, as are necessary for its

implementation prior to such effective date.
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