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By Council Members Comrie, Foster, Nelson, Weprin, Mitchell, Gerson and Oddo

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the office of emergency management.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 496 of chapter 19-A of the New York City charter is amended to read as follows:

§496.  Deputies. The commissioner shall have the power to appoint and, at pleasure, remove deputies,

one to be known as first deputy commissioner.  During the absence or disability of the commissioner, the first

deputy commissioner, of if the first deputy commissioner shall be absent or under disability, the deputy

commissioner designated by the commissioner, shall possess all the powers and perform all the duties of the

commissioner, except the power of making appointments and transfers. The commissioner shall designate five

deputies to serve as deputy commissioners for the five boroughs of the city of New York, each to be known as a

borough commissioner.

§2.  Subdivision f of section 497 of chapter 19-A of the New York City Charter is amended to read as

follows:

f. inform the community boards in each borough of the identity of each borough commissioner,

increase public awareness as to the appropriate responses by members of the public to emergency

conditions and potential incidents, and review the city’s systems for disseminating information to

the public;

§3.  This local law shall take effect one hundred twenty days after its enactment, provided, however, that

the commissioner may take any actions necessary prior to such effective date for the implementation of this
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