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Int. No. 460

By Council Members James, Brewer, Comrie, Foster, Gentile, Gerson, Koppell, Mealy, Mendez, Palma,
Weprin, White Jr., Jackson, and Gennaro

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the New York city department of
education to report on the status of science labs in public schools.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 20 of the New York city charter is hereby amended by adding a new section 530 to
read as follows:

§530. Reporting of information regarding science labs in public schools. a. Definition. For the

purposes of this section, “department” shall mean the New York city department of education.

b. Report. The department shall report annually to the city council, on or before the first day of

October, the following information, disaggregated by region, with respect to science labs in schools under the

department’s jurisdiction serving students in any of the grades from and including grades 6 through 12:

1. The number of science labs in each school, indicating separately whether each such lab is being

used for laboratory instruction; and

2. For each school that has one or more science labs, whether each such school has the equipment

and facilities necessary, with respect to both the amount of such equipment and facilities as well as the

condition of such equipment and facilities, to adequately prepare all students who attend such school to take

any appropriate New York state assessment examinations, including but not limited to the Regents

examinations, in science subjects for which laboratory instruction is part of the curriculum.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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