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By Council Members Koppell, Brewer, Dickens, Fidler, Gentile, Gerson, Gonzalez, Jackson, James,
Mark-Viverito, Nelson, Palma, Sanders Jr., Stewart, Vacca, Foster, Barron, Mendez, Vann, Gennaro,
White Jr., Weprin, Lappin, Arroyo, Rivera and Gioia

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing the
accessibility of taxicabs for people with disabilities.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Council finds that: (a) the City’s taxicab fleet remains

almost entirely inaccessible to people who use wheelchairs, despite the fact that taxicabs are a vital and integral

part of the City’s transportation system; (b) such inaccessibility is deleterious to the health, safety, welfare and

productivity of residents of, and visitors to, New York City; and (c) such inaccessibility harms the economy of

New York City and places the City at a competitive disadvantage to other municipalities across the country and

around the world that have achieved greater taxicab accessibility than New York City.

§2. Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by

adding a new section 19-534 to read as follows.

§19-534 a. Definitions. The following terms shall have the following meanings:

1. “Accessible hybrid electric taxicab” shall mean any vehicle that is (i) equipped with a hydraulic lift or

ramps designed for the purpose of transporting physically disabled persons, or containing any other physical

device or alteration designed to permit access to and enable the transportation of physically disabled persons

and that complies with the accessibility requirements of the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, as

amended, and any regulations promulgated thereunder, or any vehicle determined to be accessible to physically

disabled persons pursuant to rules promulgated by the commissioner and (ii) a commercially available mass-
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disabled persons pursuant to rules promulgated by the commissioner and (ii) a commercially available mass-

produced vehicle originally equipped by the manufacturer with a combustion engine system together with an

electric propulsion system that operates in an integrated manner.

2. “Accessible taxicab” shall mean any vehicle that is equipped with a hydraulic lift or ramps designed

for the purpose of transporting physically disabled persons, or containing any other physical device or alteration

designed to permit access to and enable the transportation of physically disabled persons and that complies with

the accessibility requirements of the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended, and any regulations

promulgated thereunder, or any vehicle determined to be accessible to physically disabled persons pursuant to

rules promulgated by the commissioner.

3. “Hybrid electric taxicab” shall mean any commercially available mass-produced vehicle originally

equipped by the manufacturer with a combustion engine system together with an electric propulsion system that

operates in an integrated manner, which has been approved pursuant to rules promulgated by the commissioner

for use as a taxicab.

4. “Owner” shall mean any owner of a taxicab.

5. “Physically disabled person” shall mean any person using a wheelchair or other personal mobility

aid, such as a scooter.

6. “Small owner” shall mean any owner of not more than one taxicab; provided that such term

shall not include any person who has a financial interest greater than ten percent in more than one

such vehicle; and provided further that such person has been designated as a small owner by the

commissioner pursuant to subdivision c of this section.

7. “Taxicab” shall mean any vehicle licensed as a taxicab pursuant to § 19-504 of this code.

b. Accessible and hybrid electric vehicles required. 1. Beginning December 31, 2008, no owner shall

place any taxicab into service unless such vehicle is either (i) an accessible taxicab, (ii) a hybrid electric taxicab

or (iii) an accessible hybrid electric taxicab; provided that this paragraph shall not apply to any small owner;

and provided further that an owner placing any taxicab into service pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of this
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and provided further that an owner placing any taxicab into service pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of this

subdivision shall not thereafter place into service another taxicab pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of this

subdivision without first placing two taxicabs into service pursuant to subparagraphs (i) or (iii) of this

subdivision .

2. Beginning December 31, 2010, no owner shall place any taxicab into service unless such vehicle is

either (i) an accessible taxicab, (ii) a hybrid electric taxicab or (iii) an accessible hybrid electric taxicab;

provided that an owner placing any taxicab into service pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of this subdivision shall

not thereafter place into service another taxicab pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of this subdivision without first

placing two taxicabs into service pursuant to subparagraphs (i) or (iii) of this subdivision.

3. Beginning December 31, 2012, no owner shall place any taxicab into service unless such vehicle is an

accessible hybrid electric taxicab.

c. Enforcement and rules. 1. The commissioner shall take appropriate action to enforce this section and

shall promulgate rules as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section, including the

establishment of a system to designate small owners.

2. Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to limit or restrict in any manner any remedy or right

pursuant to title eight of this code, or any state or federal law.

§3. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.
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