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By Council Members Brewer, Comrie, Foster, Palma, Recchia Jr., Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Stewart, Vallone Jr.
and Weprin

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to making it a misdemeanor
to use a city agency or service to harass another person or entity.

Be it enacted by the council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Council of the city of New York, in response to the

growing occurrence of false complaints to the Department of Buildings that have no other purpose than the

harassment of a property owner, intends to make it a misdemeanor for any person to knowingly make a false

statement in such a complaint. Additionally, the administrative code shall be amended to make it a

misdemeanor to intentionally use city agencies and personnel to harass another person or entity.

§2. Section 26-104 of chapter one of title 26 of the administrative code of the city of New York is

hereby amended, to read as follows:

§26-104. Complaint book.

The department shall keep a general complaint [book, or several such books] record, in which [may]

shall be entered any complaint made by any person in reference to any building. Such entry shall include the

name and residence of the complainant, the name of the person complained of, the date of the entry of the

complaint and any suggested remedies. Except for entries of names and residences of the complainants, such

[book] record shall be open to public examination during the office hours of the department, subject to such

regulations as the commissioner may prescribe. The commissioner shall cause all complaints to be

investigated.

§3. Subsection a of section 26-124 of chapter one of title 26 of the administrative code of the city of
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§3. Subsection a of section 26-124 of chapter one of title 26 of the administrative code of the city of

New York is hereby amended, to read as follows:

§26-124. False statements in certificates, forms, written statements, applications, reports, or certificates

of correction, or complaints.

a. Any person who shall knowingly make a false statement or who shall

knowingly falsify or allow to be falsified any certificate, form, signed statement, application, report, or

certification of the correction of a violation required under the provisions of this code, complaint regarding a

violation of the provisions of this code, or any rule or regulation of any agency promulgated thereunder, shall

be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than one

thousand dollars nor more than five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not to exceed six months, or both.

§4. Chapter one of title 12 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to add

a new section 12-140, to read as follows:

§12-140. Use of City Agencies or Personnel to Harass Another Person or Entity.

Any person who knowingly causes or attempts to cause the harassment of another person or entity

through the use of a city agency, personnel or service shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction

thereof, shall be punished by a fine of up to one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not to exceed six months,

or both such fine and imprisonment.

§5.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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