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Int. No. 371

By Council Members Addabbo Jr., Comrie, Mark-Viverito, Palma and Stewart (by request of the Mayor)

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to titles and procedures of
the office of chief medical examiner.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision c of section 557 of the charter of the city of New York, as amended by local law

number 59 for the year 1996, is amended to read as follows:

(c) The chief medical examiner may appoint and remove such deputy chief medical examiners,

[associate] medical examiners, [assistant medical examiners, junior medical examiners,] medical investigators,

lay medical investigators, scientific experts and other officers and employees as may be provided for in the

budget. The deputy chief medical examiners[, associate medical examiners, assistant medical examiners] and

[junior] medical examiners shall possess the same basic qualifications as the chief medical examiner. The

medical investigators shall be physicians duly licensed to practice medicine in the state of New York and shall

possess such additional qualifications as may be required by the department of citywide administrative services.

§2. Subdivision f of section 557 of the charter of the city of New York, as amended by a vote of the

electors at a general election held on November 7, 1989, is amended to read as follows:

(f) The chief medical examiner shall have such powers and duties as may be provided by law in

respect to bodies of persons dying from criminal violence, by [casualty] accident, by suicide, suddenly when in

apparent health, when unattended by a physician, in a correctional facility or in any suspicious or unusual

manner or where an application is made pursuant to law for a permit to cremate the body of a person.

§3. Subdivision a of section 17-202 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended
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to read as follows:

a. Upon any such death, the officer in charge of the station-house in the police precinct in which

such person died shall immediately notify the office of chief medical examiner of the known facts concerning

the time, place, manner and circumstances of such death. Immediately upon receipt of such notification the

chief medical examiner, or a deputy chief medical examiner, or [an associate] a medical examiner, [or an

assistant medical examiner, or a junior medical examiner] or a medical investigator, or a lay medical

investigator shall go to and take charge of the dead body. Such medical examiner [or], medical investigator or

lay medical investigator shall fully investigate the essential facts concerning the circumstances of the death,

taking the names and addresses of as many witnesses thereto as it may be practicable to obtain, and[, before

leaving the premises,] shall [reduce] record all such facts [to writing] and file the same in [his or her office] the

office of chief medical examiner. Such medical examiner [or], medical investigator or lay medical investigator

shall take possession of any portable objects which, in his or her opinion, may be useful in establishing the

cause of death, and except as provided in subdivision c hereof, shall deliver them to the police department.

§4. Section 17-203 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law 95

for the year 1997, is amended to read as follows:

§17-203. Autopsies; findings. If [the investigation of the circumstances and examination of the body

enable the medical examiner or medical investigator to conclude] it may be concluded with reasonable certainty

that death [had] occurred from natural causes or obvious traumatic injury, and there are no other circumstances

which would appear to require an autopsy, the chief medical examiner, deputy chief medical examiner or

medical examiner or medical investigator in charge shall certify the cause of death and file a report of his or her

findings in the office of chief medical examiner. If, however, in the opinion of [such] a medical examiner[ or

medical investigator], an autopsy is necessary, the same shall be performed by a medical examiner. Where

indicated, the autopsy shall include toxicologic, histologic, microbiologic and serologic examinations. A

detailed description of the findings of all autopsies shall be written or dictated during their progress. The

findings of the investigation at the scene of death, the autopsy and any toxicologic, histologic, serologic and
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findings of the investigation at the scene of death, the autopsy and any toxicologic, histologic, serologic and

microbiologic examinations, and the conclusions drawn therefrom shall be filed in the office of chief medical

examiner.  Such findings and conclusions shall be signed by the medical examiner performing the autopsy.

§5. Section 17-204 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§17-204 Cremation. Whenever an application is made pursuant to law for a permit to cremate the body

of any person, the department, board or office in which such application is filed shall forward such application

to the chief medical examiner who shall thereupon cause an investigation and report to be made thereon. In the

event that the chief medical examiner, or a deputy chief medical examiner, or [an associate or an assistant or] a

[junior] medical examiner [or a medical investigator] shall, in the course of such investigation, determine that

reasonable grounds exist therefor, an autopsy shall be performed upon such body by a medical examiner.

Where indicated, the autopsy shall include toxicologic, histologic, microbiologic and serologic examinations.

[If the medical examiner or medical investigator has reason to suspect that a homicide has been committed,

such autopsy shall be performed by a medical examiner in the presence of at least one other medical examiner.]

A detailed description of the findings of all autopsies shall be written or dictated [during their progress]. The

findings of the investigation, the autopsy and any toxicologic, histologic, serologic and microbiologic

examinations, and the conclusions drawn therefrom shall be filed in the office of chief medical examiner. Such

findings and conclusions shall be signed by the medical examiners performing the autopsy[, and in homicide

cases, by two or more medical examiners taking part].

§6. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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