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Int. No. 707
By Council Members Weprin, Liu and Seabrook

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to limiting the use of government funds and resources
prior to elections.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Paragraph e of subdivision 1 and subdivision 2 of Section 1136.1 of the New York city
charter, as amended by local law number 58 for the year 2004, are amended to read as follows:

§ 1136.1. Prohibitions on the use of government funds and resources. 1. Definitions. As used in this
section:

(e) “Mass mailing” means identical or nearly identical pieces of literature or other mass communication
totaling more than one hundred items, including but not limited to newsletters, pamphlets and informational
materials, which are mailed to residents or voters, or any group or classification thereof, other than in response

to specific inquiries or requests made by members of the public, and tax rebate notices and checks which are

mailed to residents or voters, or any group or classification thereof.

2. (a) No public servant who is a candidate for nomination or election to any elective office or the
spouse of such public servant shall appear or otherwise participate in any advertisement or commercial on
television, radio, in print or by electronic means on the Internet, which is funded, in whole or part, by
governmental funds or resources from January first in the year an election for such elective office shall be held
through the day of the last election that year for that office, in which the candidate seeks nomination or election.

(b) No public servant who is a candidate for nomination or election to any elective office or the spouse

of such public servant shall use, cause another person to use, or participate in the use of governmental funds or
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resources for a mass mailing that is postmarked, if mailed, or delivered, if by other means, less than ninety days
prior to any primary or general election for any elective office for which office such person is a candidate for
nomination or election; provided, however, that a candidate may send one mass mailing, which shall be
postmarked, if mailed, or delivered, if by other means, no later than twenty-one days after the adoption of the
executive budget pursuant to section two hundred fifty-four. No such mass mailing shall be intentionally sent to
individuals outside the particular council district, borough, or other geographic area represented by such
candidate.

(c). No public servant who is a candidate for nomination or election to any elective office shall cause or

allow his or her name to appear in any form other than as signor of a check on any mass mailing by the

department of finance, including, but not limited to, tax rebate notices and tax rebate checks, that is

postmarked, if mailed, or delivered, if by other means, less than ninety days prior to any primary or general

election for any elective office for which office such person is a candidate for nomination or election.

(d) [(c)].No public servant shall use governmental funds or resources for a public communication that
contains an electioneering message, including but not limited to information placed by electronic means on the
Internet.

(e) [(d)]. In the case of a candidate in a special election to fill a vacancy in an elective office, the
prohibitions set forth in paragraphs (a) [and] , (b) and (c) of this subdivision shall apply from the day the
special election is declared through the day of the special election.

§ 2. Effective date. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.
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