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Gerson, Gonzalez, James, Palma, Stewart, Weprin, Jackson and Addabbo Jr.

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creation of the office of
small business assistance.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Council finds that the City lacks a coherent,

comprehensive mechanism to assist prospective small business owners launch their enterprises and to nurture

the successful growth and development of existing small businesses. In particular, the fact that multiple

licenses may be required from an array of governmental entities, depending upon the type of business

envisioned by prospective small business owners, has led to unnecessary confusion and delay in setting up

lawful operation in an efficient manner. In order to encourage small business growth in the City of New York,

the Council finds it vitally necessary to create a coordinated mechanism that will be available to prospective

small business owners that is specifically designed to facilitate the licensing procedures required for such

businesses to quickly open their doors for business. Such mechanism shall also be available to aid existing

small businesses to navigate and adhere to all applicable legal and regulatory mandates incumbent upon such

businesses.

§2. Subdivision b of section 22-201 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby

amended to read as follows:

b. "Department" shall mean the department of [ports and trade] small business services.

§3. Title 22 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding thereto a new
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chapter 8 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 8

SMALL BUSINESS SERVICES

§22-801  Office of Small Business Assistance

§22-801. Office of small business assistance. a. For purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following

meanings: 1. A “small business” shall be deemed to be one which is resident in the state of New York, independently owned and

operated, not dominant in its field and employs one hundred or less persons.

2. “License” shall mean any license, permit, authorization or other approval required by any governmental entity in order for

a small business to lawfully operate within the city of New York.

b. The commissioner shall establish an office within the department, to be known as the office of small business assistance,

whose exclusive responsibility shall be aiding prospective and existing small business owner(s): (i) in identifying, applying for and

securing any license or licenses required to operate such type of business; (ii) in identifying, applying for and securing loans, grants or

other public or private funding that may be available for such business; (iii) by collecting all applicable license applications and

preparing one comprehensive package to be presented to the small business owner(s); (iv) by assisting the small business owner(s) to

accurately and completely fill out all such license applications; (v) by providing the small business owner(s) with specific instructions

regarding how and where to submit every completed license application in order to expeditiously obtain all licenses to be applied for;

and (vi) by assisting the small business owner(s) in identifying other applicable legal and regulatory strictures that must be complied

with for the type of business to be operated and providing advice to the small business owner(s) as to actions to be taken towards

satisfying those obligations. The office of small business assistance shall also aid prospective small business owners in reapplying or

amending their applications for appropriate licensure and/or funding in the event that the initial license or funding application is

denied or returned for incomplete or insufficient information.

c. The office of small business assistance shall have at least one office centrally located in each of the city’s five boroughs

with adequate access to public transportation facilities whose locations and availability to prospective and existing small business

owners shall be publicized by the department.

§4.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.
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