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Int. No. 678

By The Speaker (Council Member Miller) and Council Members Addabbo Jr., Avella, Gerson, Gonzalez,
Koppell, Liu, McMahon, Nelson, Recchia Jr., Sanders Jr., Stewart and Weprin

A Local Law in relation to creating a task force to determine if new or revised standards are required for
building construction and renovation to protect building occupants from the risks of terrorism, and if so, to
recommend such standards.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. Following the attack of September 11, 2001 the risk of

physical dangers to buildings and their occupants in the United States, and particularly in New York City, from

intentional attacks became more stark and imposes an obligation to examine how we protect against such

attacks to a degree not previously demanded. Although the World Trade Center itself had been subject to a car

bombing in 1993, and other buildings in the United States have been subject to intentional attack, the scope and

manner of the September 11 attack were unprecedented. While New York City’s building regulatory system

has traditionally addressed construction safety, fire safety, mitigation against natural disasters, such as,

earthquakes, windstorms and snow storms and some man-made risks, such as, hazardous material storage, it

has not, up to now, been designed to protect buildings and their occupants specifically from potential terrorist

acts. Newly perceived risks, however, and particularly, the recent public debate between officials from the

City’s Police Department and from the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation regarding security

concerns in the construction of the proposed Freedom Tower at the World Trade Center Site, make it clear that

better attention must be paid and new anti-terrorism building standards developed to protect the citizens of New

York.

For responses to building-related terrorism risks to be widely accepted, they will have to be shown to be

effective, in protecting people and property, in their cost-effectiveness and in the comfort they provide to
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effective, in protecting people and property, in their cost-effectiveness and in the comfort they provide to

building occupants. Thus, proposals for new standards must be prepared by a group with sufficiently diverse

expertise to assure that such standards are comprehensive and properly targeted to the new risks.

§2. a. There is hereby established a temporary task force whose purpose shall be to review existing

codes and other controls on the configuration, placement and construction of new and renovated buildings

within New York City and to propose a comprehensive set of measures, which may include revisions to the

administrative code and zoning resolution of the city of New York, to better protect occupants of newly

constructed and renovated buildings from all potential forms of terrorist attack. Among the areas of inquiry of

the task force but not the exclusive areas of inquiry, shall be appropriate building set-backs from streets where

practicable, construction techniques, internal building design, the necessity and methods for “hardening”

building exteriors, the creation of safer entrances and exits to buildings and the isolation of buildings from

damage to transportation facilities located below such buildings.

b. Such task force shall be comprised of seven members, six of whom shall be appointed by the mayor,

one each from the department of buildings, the department of transportation, the police department, the fire

department, the city planning commission and the office of emergency preparedness. The seventh member

shall be a designee of the speaker of the council. The speaker and the mayor shall jointly select the

chairperson. The members shall be appointed within thirty days of the enactment of this local law and shall

serve without compensation. Any vacancy in the task force shall be filled within fourteen days by the original

appointing authority.

c. Such task force shall serve for a period of six months, which shall begin thirty days from the effective

date of this subdivision or thirty days from the appointment of the last member of the task force provided for in

subdivision b of this local law, whichever is sooner.

d. No later than two months before the expiration of the task force, the chairperson shall submit a report

containing the task force’s conclusions and recommendations to the speaker and the mayor.
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§3.  This local law shall take effect immediately upon its enactment into law.
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