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Int. No. 639

By Council Members Recchia Jr., Clarke, Fidler, Koppell, Liu, McMahon, Sanders Jr., Seabrook and Stewart

A Local Law to amend the New York city administrative code, in relation to the sale of police lights and sirens.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section One. Declaration of Legislative Findings and Intent.

In 2003, Lacy Miller, a 20-year-old student at the University of Northern Colorado, was abducted and

murdered by a man impersonating a police officer. The man used flashing red and blue lights similar to those

used by the police department to pull Miller over. In a similar incident last January, James Gottlieb, a Long

Island bank manager, was pulled over by a man driving a car with flashing lights, on his drive home from work.

The man, posing as a police officer, approached the car and Gottlieb asked to see his identification. When the

“officer” refused, a fight ensued and the impersonator fired three shots, fatally wounding Gottlieb. It turned out

that the man, posing as an officer, was a career criminal with a long history of impersonating officers.

Police lights and sirens, similar to those used by the NYPD and other emergency vehicles, are

inexpensive and easy to purchase. The relative ease of purchasing police lights and sirens has created an

opportunity for dangerous perpetrators to commit crimes. Impersonating a police officer through the use of

lights and sirens undermines the faith we have in our institutions of government and law enforcement. By

prohibiting the sale of emergency lights and sirens, the Council will make it more difficult for criminals to use

these items to impersonate law enforcement agents and emergency vehicles.

The sale of police sirens and lights poses a problem for our security and puts the entire city at risk.

Currently, there is no criminal liability for the sale of police lights and sirens. Although New York State Vehicle

and Traffic Law §375, subdivision 41, indicates that no light other than a white light and no rotating, revolving,
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and Traffic Law §375, subdivision 41, indicates that no light other than a white light and no rotating, revolving,

flashing or oscillating or constantly moving light shall be affixed to, or displayed on any vehicle, unless it is an

authorized emergency vehicle and only in such manner and at such times as may be authorized by the police

commissioner pursuant to prescribed rules and regulations, no criminal sanction exists for a person who merely

sells police lights or sirens. Once a police light or siren is sold to a criminal, it may be used in the commission

of serious crimes. Therefore, legislation prohibiting the sale of police lights and sirens is necessary in order to

safeguard the public from the dangerous consequences that may result when perpetrators use these items to

impersonate police officers and emergency vehicles or commit other serious crimes.

§2. Chapter one of title ten of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a

new section 10-103.1, to read as follows:

§10-103.1 Unlawful Sale of Police Lights and Sirens.

a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, (i) “police lights” shall mean one or more red or

combination red and white lights, or one white light which is revolving, rotating, flashing, oscillating, or

constantly moving.

(ii) “Siren” shall mean any device that produces or creates a loud, wailing sound as a signal or

warning.

(iii) “Authorized emergency vehicle” shall mean every ambulance, police vehicle or bicycle,

correction vehicle, fire vehicle, civil defense emergency vehicle, emergency ambulance vehicle, blood delivery

vehicle, county emergency medical services vehicle, environmental emergency response vehicle, sanitation

patrol vehicle, hazardous materials emergency vehicle and ordnance disposal vehicle of the armed forces of the

United States.

b. Prohibition. It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale any police lights or sirens

that substantially duplicate or can reasonably be perceived to be the lights or siren used by an authorized

emergency vehicle.
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§3. This local law shall take effect sixty days after it shall be enacted.
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