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Int. No. 638

By the Public Advocate (Ms. Gotbaum), and Council Members Baez, Recchia Jr., Liu, Addabbo Jr., Barron,
Boyland, Brewer, Comrie, Dilan, Fidler, Gennaro, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Nelson, Palma, Sanders
Jr., Seabrook, Sears, Stewart, Weprin and Moskowitz

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the reporting of
statistics relating to applications for the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption program (“SCRIE”), and the
distribution of information regarding remedies available under SCRIE.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision m of section 26-405 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended

by adding new paragraphs ten and eleven to read as follows:

(10) Quarterly reporting requirement. (a) Whenever used in this paragraph, the following terms shall be

defined as follows:

(i) “Application process” shall mean the entirety of an application proceeding and shall begin on the day the

department receives an application for an exemption and end on the day the department issues either (A)

notification of ineligibility or (B) an approval order setting forth the amount of the exemption and the time

period during which it is effective.

(ii) “Commissioner” shall mean the commissioner of the department for the aging or any successor agency.

(iii) “Complete” or “completeness” shall mean that all requirements, including, but not limited to,

supporting documentation, set forth by the commissioner in the instructions for completion of the application

for an exemption have been determined by the department to have been satisfied by the applicant.

(iv) “Department” shall mean the department for the aging or any successor agency.

(v) “Exemption” shall mean a “rent increase exemption order” as defined in paragraph three of subdivision
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b of this section and the implementing regulations promulgated pursuant thereto.

(vi) “Initial application” shall mean an application for an exemption where the applicant does not hold a

current, valid exemption.

(vii) “Phase I” shall mean the first phase of the application process and shall begin on the day the

department receives an application for an exemption and end on the day the department (a) determines the

application is complete as submitted or (b) issues notification to the applicant that the application is not

complete.

(viii) “Phase II” shall mean the second phase of the application process where the department has

determined that an application is not complete and shall begin on the day after the department has issued the

appropriate notification to the applicant and end on the day the department determines that such application is

complete.

(ix) “Phase III” shall mean the third and final phase of the application process and shall begin on the day

after the department determines an application is complete and end on the day the department issues either (A)

notification of ineligibility or (B) an approval order setting forth the amount of the exemption and the time

period during which it is effective.

(x) “Portability application” shall mean an application for an exemption where the applicant (A) holds a

current, valid exemption and (B) has moved his or her principal residence to a subsequent qualified dwelling

unit pursuant to paragraph seven of subdivision b of section 26-509 and the implementing regulations

promulgated pursuant thereto.

(xi) “Re-determination application” shall mean an application for an exemption where the applicant (A)

holds a current, valid exemption and (B) incurs a permanent decrease in aggregate disposable income (as

defined by regulation of the department) pursuant to paragraph nine of this subdivision and the implementing

regulations promulgated pursuant thereto.

(xii) “Renewal application” shall mean an application for an exemption, where the applicant (A) holds a
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current, valid exemption and (B) qualifies for automatic renewal pursuant to paragraph six of this subdivision.

(b) In addition to such other reports as the commissioner is required to submit to the mayor, the city council

and/or to the public advocate, the commissioner shall prepare and submit to the mayor, the city council and to

the public advocate a quarterly report, in writing. Such report shall be submitted not later than thirty days after

the conclusion of each calendar quarter and shall include data compiled during such calendar quarter. Such

report shall include, but not be limited to, the following information related to applications for exemption

received by the department. With respect to items (i)-(viii) on the list, all statistics shall include separate totals

or, where appropriate, averages for each of the following: (A) initial applications, (B) renewal applications, (C)

re-determination applications, (D) portability applications, and (E) all applications.

(i) the total number of applications in phase I, as well as the number of such applications in phase I for

thirty days or fewer; for thirty-one to sixty days; and, for more than sixty days;

(ii) the total number of applications in phase II;

(iii) the total number of applications in phase III, as well as the number of such applications in phase III for

thirty days or fewer; for thirty-one to sixty days; for more than sixty days; and for a time period in excess of the

target time period set forth by the commissioner, if any;

(iv) the total number of applications where the department has issued either (A) notification of ineligibility

or (B) an approval order setting forth the amount of the exemption and the time period during which it is

effective;

(v) the average number of days for an application to conclude phase I, as well as the total number of

applications that concluded phase I in thirty days or fewer; in thirty-one to sixty days; and, in more than sixty

days;

(vi) the average number of days for an application to conclude phase II, as well as the total number of

applications that concluded phase II in thirty days or fewer; in thirty-one to sixty days; and, in more than sixty

days;

(vii) the average number of days for an application to conclude phase III, as well as the total number of
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(vii) the average number of days for an application to conclude phase III, as well as the total number of

applications that concluded phase III in thirty days or fewer; in thirty-one to sixty days; in more than sixty days;

and, in a time period in excess of the target time period set forth by the commissioner, if any;

(viii) the average number of days for an application to conclude the application process, as well as the total

number of applications that concluded the application process in more than six months; and

(ix) for each application that concluded the application process in more than six months, the commissioner

shall provide reasons for such delay.

(11) The department for the aging shall provide a written description of all remedies available to landlords

and tenants under the senior citizen rent increase exemption program and the process or processes to be

followed in order to obtain each such remedy. Such description shall be provided along with the rent

exemption application, the rent exemption order, and the notice to the landlord that the rent exemption order

was approved, and shall also be made available on the department for the aging’s website.

§2. Section 26-509 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new

subdivisions e and f to read as follows:

e. Quarterly reporting requirement. (1) Whenever used in this subdivision, the following terms shall be

defined as follows:

(i) “Application process” shall mean the entirety of an application proceeding and shall begin on the day the

department receives an application for an exemption and end on the day the department issues either (a)

notification of ineligibility or (b) an approval order setting forth the amount of the exemption and the time

period during which it is effective.

(ii) “Commissioner” shall mean the commissioner of the department for the aging or any successor agency.

(iii) “Complete” or “completeness” shall mean that all requirements, including, but not limited to,

supporting documentation, set forth by the commissioner in the instructions for completion of the application

for an exemption have been determined by the department to have been satisfied by the applicant.
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(iv) “Department” shall mean the department for the aging or any successor agency.

(v) “Exemption” shall mean a “rent increase exemption order” as defined in paragraph three of subdivision

b of this section and the implementing regulations promulgated pursuant thereto.

(vi) “Initial application” shall mean an application for an exemption where the applicant does not hold a

current, valid exemption;

(vii) “Phase I” shall mean the first phase of the application process and shall begin on the day the

department receives an application for an exemption and end on the day the department (a) determines the

application is complete as submitted or (b) issues notification to the applicant that the application is not

complete.

(viii) “Phase II” shall mean the second phase of the application process where the department has

determined that an application is not complete and shall begin on the day after such the department has issued

the appropriate notification to the applicant and end on the day the department determines that such application

is complete.

(ix) “Phase III” shall mean the third and final phase of the application process and shall begin on the day

after the department determines an application is complete and end on the day the department issues either (a)

notification of ineligibility or (b) an approval order setting forth the amount of the exemption and the time

period during which it is effective.

(x) “Portability application” shall mean an application for an exemption where the applicant (a) holds a

current, valid exemption and (b) has moved his or her principal residence to a subsequent qualified dwelling

unit pursuant to paragraph seven of subdivision b of this section and the implementing regulations promulgated

pursuant thereto.

(xi) “Re-determination application” shall mean an application for an exemption where the applicant (a)

holds a current, valid exemption and (b) incurs a permanent decrease in aggregate disposable income (as

defined by regulation of the department) pursuant to paragraph nine of subdivision b of this section and the
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implementing regulations promulgated pursuant thereto.

(xii) “Renewal application” shall mean an application for an exemption, where the applicant (a) holds a

current, valid exemption and (b) qualifies for automatic renewal pursuant to paragraph six of subdivision b of

this section.

(2) In addition to such other reports as the commissioner is required to submit to the mayor, the city council

and/or to the public advocate, the commissioner shall prepare and submit to the mayor, the city council and to

the public advocate a quarterly report, in writing. Such report shall be submitted not later than thirty days after

the conclusion of each calendar quarter and shall include data compiled during such calendar quarter. Such

report shall include, but not be limited to, the following information related to applications for exemption

received by the department. With respect to items (i)-(viii) on the list, all statistics shall include separate totals

or, where appropriate, averages for each of the following: (a) initial applications, (b) renewal applications, (c) re

-determination applications, (d) portability applications, and (e) all applications.

(i) the total number of applications in phase I, as well as the number of such applications in phase I for

thirty days or fewer; for thirty-one to sixty days; and, for more than sixty days;

(ii) the total number of applications in phase II;

(iii) the total number of applications in phase III, as well as the number of such applications in phase III for

thirty days or fewer; for thirty-one to sixty days; for more than sixty days; and for a time period in excess of the

target time period set forth by the commissioner, if any;

(iv) the total number of applications where the department has issued either (a) notification of ineligibility

or (b) an approval order setting forth the amount of the exemption and the time period during which it is

effective;

(v) the average number of days for an application to conclude phase I, as well as the total number of

applications that concluded phase I in thirty days or fewer; in thirty-one to sixty days; and, in more than sixty

days;

(vi) the average number of days for an application to conclude phase II, as well as the total number of
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(vi) the average number of days for an application to conclude phase II, as well as the total number of

applications that concluded phase II in thirty days or fewer; in thirty-one to sixty days; and, in more than sixty

days;

(vii) the average number of days for an application to conclude phase III, as well as the total number of

applications that concluded phase III in thirty days or fewer; in thirty-one to sixty days; in more than sixty days;

and, in a time period in excess of the target time period set forth by the commissioner, if any;

(viii) the average number of days for an application to conclude the application process, as well as the total

number of applications that concluded the application process in more than six months; and

(ix) for each application that concluded the application process in more than six months, the commissioner

shall provide reasons for such delay.

f. The department for the aging shall provide a written description of all remedies available to landlords

and tenants under the senior citizen rent increase exemption program and the process or processes to be

followed in order to obtain each such remedy. Such description shall be provided along with the rent

exemption application, the rent exemption order, and the notice to the landlord that the rent exemption order

was approved, and shall also be made available on the department for the aging’s website.

§3. Effect of invalidity; severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or other portion of

this local law is, for any reason, declared unconstitutional or invalid, in whole or in part, by any court of

competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed severable, and such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall

not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this local law, which remaining portions shall continue in full

force and effect.

§4.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment.
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