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Public Advocate (Ms. Gotbaum)

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the protection of domestic animals from injuries
inflicted by dangerous dogs.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The Council finds that peaceful and lawfully kept pets need to be protected from dangerous

dogs and owners who harbor such dangerous dogs. While section 121 of New York State Agricultural and Markets Law protects

people and certain animals from dangerous dogs, such law does not protect pets, such as dogs and cats, from such dangerous animals.

Therefore, the Council finds that legislation is needed to provide protection to pets from injuries inflicted by dangerous dogs.

§2. Subdivision d of section 17-342 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby relettered as subdivision e,

and a new subdivision d is hereby added to read as follows:

d. “Domestic animal” means any lawful pet, including but not limited to dogs, cats, birds, or any animal lawfully possessed,

harbored, kept, controlled or in actual or implied custody of a person.

§ 3. Subdivision e of section 17-342 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby relettered as subdivision f,

and amended to read as follows:

[e.]f. ''Unprovoked'' means that the dog was not [hit, kicked] taunted, attacked, or struck by a person or domestic animal, nor

was any part of the dog's body pulled, pinched or squeezed by a person or domestic animal.

§ 4.  Section 17-344 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to read as follows:

§ 17-344 Humane destruction. The commissioner may order the humane destruction of any dog that kills or causes severe

injury to a human being or domestic animal.

§ 5. The introduction to section 17-345 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to read as

follows:

§ 17-345 Determination of a dangerous dog. [The] In addition to any complaint or hearing process provided pursuant to

any other law, rule or regulation, the commissioner shall have the authority to make a determination that a dog is dangerous, as

defined in subdivision (c) of section 17-342, upon the complaint of any person that a dog is dangerous. The commissioner shall
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defined in subdivision (c) of section 17-342, upon the complaint of any person that a dog is dangerous. The commissioner shall

make such determination after a hearing, written notice of which shall be given to the complainant and to the owner of the dog,

within fifteen days after seizure when seizure of the dog has been ordered by the department, where the owner's address can be

reasonably ascertained by the commissioner. The hearing shall be held no less than ten days nor more than twenty days after such

notice is mailed to the owner of the dog. At such hearing all interested persons shall have the opportunity to present evidence on

the issue of the dog's dangerousness. In the event that the dog in question has caused severe injury to any person or domestic

animal, the commissioner may impound the dog, at the owner's expense, pending the hearing and determination of the complaint.

If, after the hearing, the commissioner determines that the dog is dangerous, he or she may order the owner to comply with one or

more of the following requirements, in any combination thereof:

§ 6. Subdivisions b and d of section 345 of the administrative code of the city of New York are hereby amended to read

as follows:

b. Muzzling or confinement. The commissioner may order the owner of a dangerous dog to muzzle the dog or confine

the dog, at all times, indoors or in a proper enclosure for a dangerous dog which shall consist of a securely enclosed and locked

pen or structure, suitable to prevent the entry of a person, including young children, or any part of their bodies or other foreign

objects, and designed to prevent the animal from escaping.

d. Humane destruction. [The] Notwithstanding any other law, rule or regulation, the commissioner may order the

humane destruction of any dog that kills or causes severe injury to a human being or domestic animal, based upon the severity of

the injury and the circumstances of the injury.

§ 7. Section 17-350 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to add a new subdivision c and to

read as follows:

c. Nothing contained herein shall limit or abrogate any claim or cause of action under any other law, rule, or regulation

that any owner or person who is injured or whose domestic animal is injured by a dangerous dog may have.

§ 8.  Section 17-351 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to read as follows:

§ 17-351 Enforcement. Authorized officers, veterinarians and employees of the department, [and of] the police

department, and the department of parks and recreation, and any other persons designated by the commissioner, shall be

empowered to enforce the provisions of this subchapter or any rule or regulation promulgated hereunder.

§ 9.  Effective date. This local law shall take effect one hundred eighty days after its enactment.
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