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By Council Members Gennaro, The Speaker (Council Member Miller), Avella, Brewer, Comrie, Fidler,
Jackson, Jennings, Liu, Martinez, Nelson, Quinn, Recchia, Reed, Sanders and Weprin

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on New York
city’s purchase and use of wood and recycled plastic lumber.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Declaration of Legislative Findings and Intent. The Council finds and declares that forests

play a vital role in regulating the global climate, purifying the air and protecting watersheds. Forests contain at

least half of the world’s animal and plant species, many of which contribute to the production of medicines and

food, and many more species that have not yet been discovered or evaluated for their beneficial uses.

Throughout the world, communities depend on healthy forests for their economic value, including their role in

sustaining fisheries and providing recreational opportunities.

The City’s budget, which is the fourth largest in the country, contains a capital component of over nine

billion dollars. Many of the different elements that may be contained in that budget, including building,

walkway, park bench and boardwalk construction, in addition to purchases such as furniture, involve the City’s

procurement and use of a great deal of wood - both through its agencies and contractors. Recycled plastic

lumber, made from recovered plastic, is a product that may be used as a substitute for wood and other materials.

This product helps to divert plastics from the waste stream, reduce pressures on forests and avoid wood

preservative use, while also decreasing maintenance needs and costs.

The Council finds that it is important for the City to track and report on its wood products and recycled

plastic lumber purchasing and use, which will enable the City and others to identify whether its wood products
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plastic lumber purchasing and use, which will enable the City and others to identify whether its wood products

originate from endangered or certified, responsibly managed forests and to what extent the City is taking

advantage of the environmentally beneficial substitute. It is the Council’s understanding that although various

forest certification schemes exist, the Forest Stewardship Council is currently the only certification program

that has achieved broad support from environmental organizations, due to its wide range of membership and

high standards that address environmental, social and economic concerns.

The Council finds that the reporting requirements included in this legislation will better enable the City

of New York to ensure that it is using its power as a market participant to engage in a policy of supporting

ecologically sound forestry practices in its procurement of wood products, in addition to the use of recycled

plastic lumber where appropriate.

§ 2.  Title 6 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding thereto a new

section 6-129, to read as follows:

§6-129 Reporting on purchase and use of wood and recycled plastic lumber. a. For purposes of the

following section only, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(1) “Accreditation body” means an authoritative body that verifies and gives formal recognition that a

body or person is competent to carry out specific tasks.

(2) “Building material” means supplies, fixtures and equipment that become part of or are annexed to

any building or structure constructed, erected, altered, or repaired, including, but not limited to, buildings,

boardwalks, benches, bicycle paths, walkways, decking and piers.

(3) “Certifier” means an organization that conducts assessments of forest management

practices and that is accredited by an accreditation body.

(3)  “City agency” means a city, county, borough, administration, department,

division, bureau, board or commission, or a corporation, institution or agency of government, the expenses of
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which are paid in whole or in part from the city treasury.

(3) “Furniture article” means those movable articles: (i) used to support people or things;

and, (ii) other functional or decorative products, including, but not limited to, beds, bookcases, chairs, chests,

tables, dressers, desks and sofas.  The term does not include lamps or lighting fixtures.

(6) “Recycled plastic lumber” means a wood-like product made from recovered plastic or recovered

plastic mixed with other materials, which can be used as a substitute for concrete, wood and metals.

(7) “Wood product” means any product, made in whole or in part from wood, for a building material or

furniture article, wholesale or retail, in any form, including, but not limited to, plywood, veneer, cabinets,

paneling, moldings, doorskins, joinery or sawnwood.

b. Beginning January 1, 2005, and every six months thereafter, the department of

citywide administrative services shall issue a report that details the purchase and use of wood products by city

agencies or in the fulfillment of contracts with city agencies during the previous six month period. Such report

shall be disaggregated according to city agency and species of wood, respectively, and shall include, but not be

limited to (1) the quantity of each species of wood purchased or used by the city agency or in the fulfillment of

contracts with such agency; (2) the purpose(s) for which the wood was purchased or used; (3) the geographic

location from which each wood species was derived, which, if not known, such agency shall make reasonable

inquiries and other efforts to ascertain; and, (4) information regarding whether any portion of such wood was

certified by a certifier and, if so, the name of the certifier, date of certification and accreditation body associated

with such certification.

c. The report required pursuant to subdivision b of this section shall also include information concerning

the purchase and use of recycled plastic lumber by city agencies or in the fulfillment of contracts with city

agencies, which shall be disaggregated according to city agency and shall include, but not be limited to (1) the

quantity of recycled plastic lumber used by the city agency or in the fulfillment of contracts with such agency;

and (2) the purpose(s) for which the recycled plastic lumber was purchased or used.
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d. Within ten days of its issuance, each of the reports required pursuant to subdivision b

of this section shall be submitted to the speaker of the council, the comptroller and the public advocate and, in

addition to the requirements of subdivision a of section 1133 of the New York city charter, shall be made

available on the department of citywide administrative services’ website.

§ 3. This local law shall take effect immediately.

9/21/04, 5:41 p.m.
LS # 722
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