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Nelson, Stewart and Weprin

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the distribution and
completion of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s Half-Fare Program Application for the Mentally
Disabled.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Council finds that it is in the public interest that all those

who are eligible for the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s Half-Fare Program apply for and receive this

benefit. The Council also finds that few of those who are eligible to receive benefits under the Half-Fare

Program for the Mentally Disabled apply for such benefits, and of those who do apply, many are denied the

benefits as a result of submitting incomplete or incorrectly completed applications.

The Council consequently finds that greater public awareness of the Half-Fare Program for the Mentally

Disabled must be promoted, and that eligible persons should be assisted in properly completing the related

Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s Half-Fare Program Application for the Mentally Disabled. The

Council further finds that providers of services to the mentally disabled within New York City who are awarded

service contracts by the State Department for Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Alcoholism Services are

well-positioned to distribute the appropriate Half-Fare Program application to their clients, and assist them in

completing such application. Because the Division of Mental Hygiene within the Department of Health and

Mental Hygiene is charged with coordinating the fiscal and programmatic administration of all such contracts

within New York City, it is the most appropriate agency to oversee the implementation of this legislation.

§2. Title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 10
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§2. Title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 10

to read as follows:

CHAPTER 10

THE DIVISION OF MENTAL HYGIENE SERVICES

§17-1001     Half-fare program assistance.

§17-1001 Half-fare program assistance. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following

terms shall be defined as follows:

1. “Division” shall mean the division of mental hygiene services, as defined under section 552 of the

New York city charter.

2. “Half-Fare Program for the Mentally Disabled” shall mean the reduced-fare program available to

persons receiving federal social security income benefits for serious mental illness, as implemented by the MTA

pursuant to the New York state public authorities law.

3. “Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s Half-Fare Program Application for the Mentally Disabled”

shall mean the “Application for MTA Reduced-Fare MetroCard for People With Disabilities” distributed by the

MTA, or such application’s equivalent as may be renamed by the MTA.

4.  “MTA” shall mean the Metropolitan Transportation Authority of the State of New York.

5. “Provider” shall mean any entity with respect to which the division is authorized under the New York

city charter to coordinate fiscal and programmatic administration of contracts for the provision of services to

mentally disabled individuals who reside in the city of New York awarded by the New York State department

for mental health, mental retardation, and alcoholism services.

b. Application distribution, completion and submission. 1. All providers shall make available and

distribute to patients or clients utilizing their services, copies of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s

Half-Fare Program Application for the Mentally Disabled. Such providers shall also offer such persons

assistance in properly completing and submitting such application.

2. The department of health and mental hygiene shall promulgate such rules as may be necessary to
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2. The department of health and mental hygiene shall promulgate such rules as may be necessary to

implement and carry out the provisions of this section.

§2.  Effective date.   This local law shall take effect within thirty days after its enactment into law.
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