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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the inspection, testing, cleaning and
maintenance of fire alarm systems in public schools by certified, independent contractors.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. Pursuant to Section 27-4265 of the Administrative Code, public schools are subject to

certain fire safety precautions, including the installation and use of smoke detectors and fire alarms. Such fire safety equipment must

be inspected regularly by a person holding a certificate of fitness.

Until recently, the New York City Department of Education hired outside contractors to perform this work. In order to save

money, however, the Department of Education recently began delegating these responsibilities to school custodians, some of whom

are not certified to perform the necessary work and others of whom, although certified, are not capable of performing it competently.

As a result, the City Council has learned, some smoke detectors and fire alarms in schools have been deactivated, disabled, or

otherwise made inoperable or ineffective. In order to ensure safety in city schools, outside, independent entities with experience in

fire safety systems should oversee the inspection, testing, cleaning and maintenance of fire and smoke detection equipment within city

schools.

§ 2. Subdivision g of section 27-4265 of chapter 4 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby

amended by adding a new paragraph 8 to read as follows:

8. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if any inspection, testing, cleaning or maintenance of any smoke

detector or fire safety system installed in any public school within the city of New York is required by any local or other law, rule or

regulation, such inspection, testing, cleaning or maintenance shall be performed by a person holding a valid, unexpired certificate of

fitness for smoke detector maintenance issued by the New York city fire department (or by another entity authorized by the city of

New York to issue such certificates). In addition, such work shall be performed under the supervision of a company holding a smoke

detector maintenance company certificate issued by the New York city fire department (or by another entity authorized by the city of
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New York to issue such certificates).

§ 3. If any subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or other portion of this local law is, for any reason, declared unconstitutional

or invalid, in whole or in part, by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed severable and such

unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the local law that added this section, which

remaining portions shall remain in full force and effect.

§ 4. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment.
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