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Int. No. 472

By Council Members Sanders, Gerson, Lopez, Monserrate, Nelson, Yassky and Moskowitz; also Council
Member Vallone

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to adding a plainly audible
noise standard.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 24-203 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding
thereto a new subdivision fff to read as follows:

(fff) "Plainly audible noise" means noise that can be heard by a reasonable person of normal
sensitivities, using his or her unaided hearing faculties, at a distance of one hundred feet from the source of
such noise from the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. or at a distance of fifty feet from the source of such noise
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.

§2. Section 24-204 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§ 24-204 General powers of the commissioner. Subject to the provisions of this code, the commissioner
may take such action as may be necessary to abate a sound source which causes or may cause, by itself or in
combination with any other sound source or sources, an unreasonable noise or plainly audible noise. The
commissioner may exercise or delegate any of the functions, powers and duties vested in him or her or in the
department by this code.

§3. Section 24-205 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§ 24-205 Investigations and studies by the commissioner. The commissioner may make or cause to be

made any investigation or study which in his or her opinion is desirable for the purpose of enforcing this code
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or controlling or abating an unreasonable noise or plainly audible noise. For such purposes, the commissioner
may make tests, conduct hearings, compel the attendance of witnesses, and take their testimony under oath and
may compel the production of books, papers and other things reasonably necessary to the matter under
consideration.

§4. Subdivisions a and b of section 24-207 of the administrative code of the city of New York are
amended to read as follows:

§ 24-207 Inspection. (a) The department may inspect at any reasonable time and in a reasonable manner
any device which creates or may create unreasonable noise or plainly audible noise including but not limited to
the premises where the device is used.

(b) The department may inspect at any reasonable time in a reasonable manner any record relating to a
use of a device which creates or may create unreasonable noise or plainly audible noise.

§5. Subdivision a of Section 24-220 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to
read as follows:

§ 24-220 Sound reproduction devices. (a) Except as provided in 10-108 of the code, no person shall
operate or use or cause to be operated or used any sound reproduction device in such a manner as to create any
unreasonable noise or plainly audible noise.

§6. Section 24-221 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§ 24-221 Sound signal devices. No person shall operate or use or cause to be operated or used any
sound signal device so as to create an unreasonable noise or plainly audible noise, except that:

§7. Section 24-222 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§24-222 Animals. No person shall permit an animal, including a bird, under his or her control to cause
unreasonable noise or plainly audible noise.

§8. Section 24-226 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§ 24-226 Containers and construction material. No person shall handle or transport or cause to be
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handled or transported in any public place, any container or any construction material in such a way as to
create an unreasonable noise or plainly audible noise.

§9. Section 24-227 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§ 24-227 Exhausts. Except as otherwise provided in this code, no person shall cause or permit discharge
into the open air of the exhaust of any device, including but not limited to any steam engine, diesel engine,
internal combustion engine, or turbine engine, so as to create an unreasonable noise or plainly audible noise.

§10. Section 24-228 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§ 24-228 Schools, courts, hospitals and nursing homes. No person shall cause or permit the creation of
any unreasonable noise or plainly audible noise through the use of any device on any street adjacent to any
school or court while the same is in session, or adjacent to any hospital or nursing home.

§11. Subdivision a of section 24-229 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to
read as follows:

§ 24-229 Noise sensitive zones. (a) Whenever the protection of the public health and comfort so
requires, the commissioner and the board of health may by joint order designate any geographical area of the
city of New York as a noise sensitive zone. Such designation shall be accompanied by a joint administrative
order setting forth a description of the subject geographical area, the reasons for its determination as a noise
sensitive zone, and shall list those activities which if undertaken in such zone, would constitute unreasonable
noise or plainly audible noise. Such order shall be published in the City Record at least five days but not more
than ten days prior to its effective date, and shall be effective for a period of not more than sixty days,
renewable for additional periods of sixty days.

§12. This local law shall take effect sixty days after its enactment.
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