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By Council Members Brewer, Avella, Clarke, Comrie, Jackson, Koppell, Liu, Lopez, Perkins, Quinn, Reed and
Sanders

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring that no videotape or its contents
produced by an agency be destroyed or otherwise disposed of and that the head of each agency transmit to the
municipal reference and research center such material in a timely manner.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 1133 of the New York city charter, as added by vote of the electors at the

general election held on November 8, 1988, is amended by adding thereto a new subdivision d to read as

follows:

d. No videotape, or its contents, produced by or on behalf of an agency or any entity of the city,

shall be destroyed or otherwise disposed of by any agency, officer, employee, or independent contractor of the

city unless the contents of such videotape have been transferred to an alternative video format. The head of

each agency shall transmit to the municipal reference and research center at least one copy of each such

videotape produced by or on behalf of such agency, as soon as practicable, after such videotape shall have been

produced, distributed, or issued. This subdivision shall not apply to any videotape prepared by a law

enforcement, investigatory, or prosecutorial agency or officer or employee of the city for law enforcement

purposes.

§2. Subdivision 2 of section 3011 of the New York city charter, as renumbered by local law

number 18 for the year 1985, is amended to read as follows:

2. “Records” means any documents, books, papers, photographs, sound recordings, video

recordings, machine readable materials or any other materials, regardless of physical form or characteristics,

made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in connection with the transaction of official city business.
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made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in connection with the transaction of official city business.

Library and museum materials made or acquired and preserved solely for reference or exhibition purposes,

extra copies of documents preserved only for convenience of reference and stocks of publications are not

included within the definition of records as used in this chapter;

§3.  This local law shall take effect thirty days after its enactment.
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