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Res. No. 345

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to enact a law requiring that any adult who suspects child abuse be required to report
such suspected abuse to the appropriate authority.

By Council Members Foster, Addabbo, Baez, Clarke and Sanders; also Council Member Gerson

Whereas, One of the greatest responsibilities of a collective society is to provide a safe and healthy environment for children, and
therefore it should be the responsibility of every adult to report any suspicion of child abuse to the proper authority; and

Whereas, Currently, New York State Law requires only that certain professional workers, including health care workers, school
officials, day care workers, law enforcement officers, and social service workers, report suspicion of child abuse; and

Whereas, The damage inflicted by child abusers results in emotional scars that can torment victims of child abuse for a lifetime; and

Whereas, Not wanting to get involved should no longer be an option when it comes to the horrible crime of child abuse; and
Whereas, Children are powerless to protect themselves against child abusers, and it is therefore appropriate for New York State to require
adults to report any suspicion of child abuse; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to enact a law requiring that any adult who
suspects child abuse be required to report such suspected abuse to the appropriate authority.
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