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Res. No. 134

Resolution calling upon the House of Representatives of the United States of America to adopt the Assure Access to Mammography Act of
2001, which would provide enhanced reimbursement for, and expanded capacity to, mammography services under the Medicare program and
for other purposes.

By Council Members Boyland, Reyna, Brewer, Baez, Moskowitz, Clarke, Lopez, Foster, Katz, Rivera, Perkins, Comrie, Fidler, Avella, DeBlasio,
Felder, Gennaro, Gerson, Jackson, Jennings, Martinez, Nelson, Recchia, Quinn, Reed, Sanders, Seabrook, Sears and Serrano; also Council
Member Dilan

Whereas, According to the American Cancer Society (ACS), a mammography is a necessary tool for early detection in the fight against breast
cancer; and
Whereas, According to ACS, early detection examinations help save thousands of lives each year; and
Whereas, Some cancers can be found early by self-examinations, physical examinations by health professionals, laboratory tests or
specialized x-rays, such as mammographies; and
Whereas, Diagnosing breast cancer as early as possible greatly improves the likelihood that treatment will be successful; and
Whereas, A physical examination absent a mammography increases the odds of failing to detect breast cancers that are too small for a woman
or her doctor to feel; and
Whereas, ACS recommends that for early breast cancer detection, women age 40 and older should have a screening mammogram every year;
and
Whereas, The cost to a facility of performing a mammogram is approximately one hundred dollars, while the current rate for reimbursement
from Medicare is significantly less; and
Whereas, An increase in the Medicare reimbursement rate would compel private insurance companies to also increase their reimbursement
rate; and
Whereas, An increase in the reimbursement rate would allow health facilities to provide mammographies to women who would otherwise have
been unable to cover the cost of a mammography; and
Whereas, this legislation introduced by Congressman Anthony Weiner would increase reimbursement rates and then increase access; and
Whereas, Access to mammographies is primary in the fight against breast cancer; and; now, therefore, be it

Resolved,  That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the House of Representatives of the United States of America to adopt
the Assure Access to Mammography Act of 2001, which would provide enhanced  reimbursement for, and expanded capacity to,
mammography services under the Medicare program and for other purposes.
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