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Res. No. 1241

Resolution calling upon the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) to make subways and buses fare free year
round.

By Council Member Treyger and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

Whereas, Millions of people in the United States rely on public transportation everyday as their link to

employment, education, child care and their communities; and improving access to transit can be a critical part

of addressing urgencies such as climate change, rising income inequality and socioeconomic disparity; and

Whereas, According to TransitCenter, a foundation that works on the improvement of public transit, as

of January 2019, there are 97 cities and towns across the world that provide fully fare free public transit and

there is a growing movement both in the United States and abroad; and

Whereas, Cities such as Brussels, Seoul, Melbourne, Paris and Oslo, among others, have considered or

experimented with offering temporarily free public transit programs as part of measures to address

environmental concerns like air pollution and smog; and

Whereas, Cities in the United States offer portions of their transit systems for no cost, such as free

airport transit on the Silver Line in Boston, Baltimore’s bus system, the automated train Metromover in Miami;

and

Whereas, Chapel Hill, North Carolina introduced free public transit since 2002 and has seen ridership

dramatically increase; and

Whereas, Currently, the Department of Transportation (DOT) suspends alternate side parking on 36

legal and major holidays in New York City as of 2019, and DOT also suspends parking meter regulations on

some major legal holidays including New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving, and
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Christmas; and

Whereas, Transit affordability remains an issue despite strides such as the Fair Fares program which has

yet to be fully implemented and doesn’t cover the full cost of the fare; and

Whereas, The MTA, in conjunction with enforcement from the New York City Police Department

(NYPD), continue to penalize those who may be unable to afford the cost of riding, and according to the

NYPD’s 2018 data on fare evasion stops, 90% of arrestees and 65% of those receiving a summons were people

of color; and

Whereas, Implementing a free public transit system in the City would help to bring equity to all riders;

now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the Metropolitan Transit Authority

(MTA) to make subways and buses fare free year round.
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