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Res. No. 1232

Resolution calling upon the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, the Helping Veterans
Exposed to Burn Pits Act (H.R. 2237/S.2679)

By Council Members Vallone and Palma

Whereas, During both the war in Afghanistan and the second Gulf War, the United States (U.S.) Army

and its contractors frequently disposed of wasted by dumping and incinerating it in “burn pits”; and

Whereas, U.S. Department of Defense waste management guidance documents dating back to 1978

have indicated that burning waste in open air poses dangers to the environment; and

Whereas, U.S. Central Command estimated the existence of at least 251 burn pits in Afghanistan and 22

in Iraq; and

Whereas, In January of 2013, President Obama signed legislation that established an open burn pit

registry for veterans who may have been exposed to burn pits in Iraq or Afghanistan with the purpose of

gathering and monitoring potential health effects from exposure to airborne environmental hazards and to

improve outreach, communication, and programming for eligible veterans; and

Whereas, According to a June 2015 VA report, approximately 8,400 out of the total of 28,000 veterans

who indicated exposure to burn pits on a health questionnaire claimed that they had developed respiratory

diseases such as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, emphysema,  and chronic bronchitis; and

Whereas, The emergence of these health issues has prompted sharp rebukes from both veteran and

government officials, such as Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction John F. Sopko, who

wrote in a 2015 report that “it is indefensible that U.S. military personnel, who are already at risk of serious

injury and death when fighting the enemy, were put at further risk from the potentially harmful emissions from
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the use of open-air burn pits; and

Whereas, On May 5, 2015, U.S. Representative Elizabeth Esty (D-CT) introduced H.R. 2237, the

Helping Veterans Exposed to Burn Pits Act, in the House of Representatives, and U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar

(D-MN) introduced its companion, S. 2679, in the Senate on March 15, 2016; and

Whereas, This legislation directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish within the VA, a center of

excellence in the prevention, diagnosis, mitigation, treatment, and rehabilitation of health conditions relating to

exposure to burn pits; and

Whereas, These centers must employ experts in fields such as allergy, immunology, medical geology,

and pulmonary diseases; and

Whereas, Additionally, the law would require that these Centers must forge partnerships with the

Department of Defense (DOD) as well as institutions of higher education; and

Whereas, These centers would provide medical treatment to all veterans identified on the burn pit

registry; and

Whereas, The health risks of burn pits require a full and comprehensive federal response to care for the

veterans whose health has been adversely affected by these fumes; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York supports the Helping Veterans Exposed to Burn Pits

Act (H.R. 2237/S.2679).
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