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Res. No. 574

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation clarifying
the bill-aging requirements contained in state law and the New York City Charter.

By Council Members Levine, Constantinides, Palma, Rodriguez, Rosenthal, Reynoso, Mealy, Greenfield and
Ulrich

Whereas, The City Charter specifies that a copy of a printed bill be “upon the desks of the Council

Members at least seven calendar days, exclusive of Sundays, prior to its final passage” (a process known as

“aging” a bill); and

Whereas, Taking advantage of technological advances, in 2013, the New York State Legislature passed

a bill to allow local legislatures to distribute bills electronically, eliminating the need to have printed copies on

legislators’ desks; and

Whereas, In 2014, New York State voters approved a referendum that applies the same standard to the

distribution of the State Legislature’s bills; and

Whereas, The intent of these laws is to reduce the use of millions of sheets of paper used to print bills

across New York State each year, and to improve efficiency by reducing staff time spent on printing and

distributing physical copies; and

Whereas, In accordance with its commitment to environmental protection and administrative efficiency,

the Council wishes to implement an improved system by which legislation is aged electronically rather than in

paper form; and

Whereas, However, the law specifies that a bill has to be “available for review [electronically] at the

desks of the members;” and

Whereas, The meaning of such language is ambiguous and poorly defined, leaving an open question as
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Whereas, The meaning of such language is ambiguous and poorly defined, leaving an open question as

to whether such language requires that a screen capable of displaying a digital document be permanently

affixed to the desk of each Council Member, or whether the statutory requirements can be met in a less onerous

way; and

Whereas, There are not currently screens capable of displaying a digital document permanently affixed

to the desk of each Council Member, and procuring such screens would require a considerable expense; now,

therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass,

and the Governor to sign, legislation clarifying the bill-aging requirements contained in state law and the New

York City Charter.
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