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By Council Members Matteo, Ulrich, Johnson, Koo, Vallone, Mendez and Rosenthal

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to permitting the appeal of decisions by the board
of standards and appeals to the city council.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivisions c and d of Section 668 of the New York city charter are amended to read as

follows:

c. (i) Copies of a decision of the board of standards and appeals and copies of any recommendation of

the affected community board or borough board shall be filed with the city planning commission. Copies of the

decision shall also be filed with the affected community or borough boards within three days of the date on

which such decision is rendered.

(ii) A decision of the board of standards and appeals to approve or approve with modifications an

application for a variance pursuant to subdivision five of section 666 of this chapter shall be subject to review

and action by the council if an affected community board or affected borough board: (a) recommends in writing

against such approval within the time periods allotted by paragraphs two and three of subdivision a of this

section, and (b) files with the board of standards and appeals and the council a written objection to such board’s

grant of such variance within thirty days of the date on which such variance is issued. Notwithstanding any

provision of law to the contrary, if an affected community board or affected borough board recommended,

pursuant to paragraphs two and three of subdivision a of this section, against approval of a variance, any such

approval shall have no force or effect until thirty days after the date on which such variance was issued.

(iii) Within fifty days of the date of a written objection to a decision of the board of standards and

appeals made pursuant to subparagraph (b) of paragraph (ii) of this subdivision, a committee of the council
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appeals made pursuant to subparagraph (b) of paragraph (ii) of this subdivision, a committee of the council

shall conduct a public hearing on such decision and make a recommendation to the full council, which shall

approve, approve with modifications, or disapprove such decision. Public notice of the committee hearing shall

be given not less than five days in advance of such hearing. The affirmative vote of a majority of all the council

members shall be required to approve, approve with modifications, or disapprove a decision from the board of

standards and appeals. If the council does not act with respect to a decision of the board of standards and

appeals made pursuant to subparagraph (b) of paragraph (ii) of this subdivision within the time frame

established by this paragraph, the decision shall be deemed to be approved. Notwithstanding any provision of

law to the contrary, an applicant for a variance who receives a decision from the board of standards and appeals

that is under review by the council pursuant to this paragraph shall take no action with respect to the proposed

use or development of the zoning lot at issue until after the council approves, approves with modifications, or

disapproves such decision.

(iv) For purposes of this subdivision, the term “affected community board” shall mean the community

board for the community district in which land included in an application for a variance or special permit

pursuant to subdivision five of section 666 of this chapter is located; and the term “affected borough board”

shall mean the borough board for the borough in which land included in an application for a variance or special

permit pursuant to subdivision five of section 666 of this chapter is located, if such application includes land

within two or more community districts within such borough.

d. Any decision of the board of standards and appeals pursuant to this section that is not subject to

review and action by the council pursuant to subdivision c of this section, may be reviewed as otherwise

provided by law.

§2. This local law shall become effective ninety days after it is submitted for the approval of the

qualified electors of the city at the next general election held after its enactment and approved by a majority of

such electors voting thereon.
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