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Res. No. 348

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign, A.8859/S.4469A, to
amend the Education Law, in relation to hazing, serving alcohol to minors and illegal drug offenses.

By Council Members Cohen, Gentile, Koo, Mendez, Torres, Rodriguez, Williams, Rosenthal and Ulrich

Whereas, Hazing has been banned by 44 states, according to Diverse Education magazine; and

Whereas, Many colleges have taken measures to address hazing, but despite such efforts, it remains

prevalent on college campuses; and

Whereas, A comprehensive study by the University of Maine found that 55 percent of students

nationwide who joined fraternities, sororities, sports teams, clubs, or other student groups have experienced

hazing; and

Whereas, The study also found that half of those who reported hazing experiences were aware of anti-

hazing policies at their school; and

Whereas, In addition, the study found that alcohol consumption, humiliation, isolation, sleep-

deprivation, and sexual acts are common hazing practices; and

Whereas, An increase in the number of reported hazing incidents, some of which have resulted in death,

has reignited efforts by higher education institutions and states to take action against such dangerous practices,

according to USA Today; and

Whereas, New York Penal Law prohibits hazing in the State; and

Whereas, Postsecondary institutions in New York State, including New York City, have implemented

anti-hazing policies and procedures, as required by State law; and

Whereas, New York Education Law requires colleges to create and implement policies and procedures

to address instances involving endangerment of mental or physical health, or forced consumption of liquor or
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to address instances involving endangerment of mental or physical health, or forced consumption of liquor or

drugs for initiation into or affiliation with any organization; and

Whereas, Several New York State laws including the Penal Law, the New York General Obligations

Law and the New York Alcohol and Beverage Control Law prohibit underage drinking, serving alcohol to

minors, and the possession, sale or unauthorized use of certain drugs; and

Whereas, A 2009 study in the Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs titled, “Magnitude of and Trends

in Alcohol-Related Mortality and Morbidity Among U.S. College Students Ages 18-24, 1998-2005,”

determined that in 2005, 1,825 college students died from alcohol related injuries, and nearly 600,000 college

students were directly impacted by alcohol-related injuries, and nearly 700,000 were assaulted, and almost

100,000 were sexually abused by a drinking college student, which were all significant increases from 1998;

and

Whereas, According to a 2010 study in the Journal of Addictive Behaviors, alcohol education programs

have had positive effects on students’ alcohol use and alcohol-related consequences; and

Whereas, Effective elimination or reduction of hazing, underage drinking, and illegal drug use would

create a safer and more productive environment for students on college and university campuses; and

Whereas, A.8859, by Assembly Member David I. Weprin, and S.4469A, by Senator Kenneth P. LaValle,

would expand the authority of New York State colleges to regulate the conduct of student organizations,

establish penalties and additional policy requirements regarding hazing, underage drinking and illegal drug use

on campus and within school clubs, sports teams and social organizations; and

Whereas, Those engaged in such activities would face more serious consequences and disciplinary

charges through the college; and

Whereas, This legislation would also require colleges to educate their campus communities, including

training appropriate campus staff, on hazing, underage drinking, illegal drug use, bias-related crime and sexual

assault; and

Whereas, This legislation would help bring the necessary changes needed to ensure campus safety and
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Whereas, This legislation would help bring the necessary changes needed to ensure campus safety and

deter such harmful behavior; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass

and the Governor to sign A.8859/S.4469A, to amend the Education Law, in relation to hazing, serving alcohol

to minors and illegal drug offenses.
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