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Int. No. 1184
By Council Members Oddo, Gentile, Koo, Mendez and Halloran
A Local Law to amend the New York city building code, in relation to requiring the use of mold-resistant
gypsum board and cement board in moisture-prone locations.
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 28-101.4.3 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by a local
law of the city of New York for the year 2013 amending the administrative code of the city of New York, the
New York city plumbing code, the New York city building code, the New York city mechanical code and the
New York city fuel gas code, relating to bringing such codes up to date with the 2009 editions of the
international building, mechanical, fuel gas and plumbing codes, as proposed in Intro. 1056, is amended to add
a new exception 19, to read as follows:
19. Mold protection. Alterations shall comply with Section 2506.3 of the New York city building code
relating to areas subject to moisture or water damage.
§ 2. Section 2501.1.1 of chapter 25 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number
33 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows:
2501.1.1 General. Provisions of this chapter shall govern the materials, design, construction and quality of
gypsum board, lath, gypsum plaster, [and] cement plaster, and cement board.
§ 3. Section 2502.1 of chapter 25 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33
for the year 2007, is amended by adding the following definition, to be placed in appropriate alphabetical order:
CEMENT BOARD. A fiberglass reinforced cementitious panel most commonly used under flooring or as a
tile backing board.
§ 4. Chapter 25 of the New York City building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007,
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§ 4. Chapter 25 of the New York City building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007,
is amended by adding a new section 2506.3 to read as follows:
2506.3 Gypsum and cement board in areas subject to water or moisture damage. Gypsum and cement
board shall comply with Sections 2506.3.1 and 2506.3.2.
2506.3.1 Cement board only. The base for wall tile or wall panels in all shower and bath surrounds up to
70 inches (1778 mm) above the drain inlet shall be composed of cement board, fiber-cement or glass mat
gypsum backers in compliance with ASTM C1178, C1288, or C1325 and installed in accordance with
manufacturer recommendations. Gypsum board shall not be permitted in such locations.
2506.3.2 Mold resistance. In the uses shown below, any gypsum board or cement board shall be rated as
mold resistant (rating of 10) in accordance with ASTM D3273.

Water-resistant gypsum board

(“greenboard”) that does not meet this mold-resistance standard shall not be permitted. Such areas shall
include, but not be limited to, the following:
1. walls of basements and other below grade rooms;
2. walls of mechanical rooms and closets housing air conditioning equipment;
3. rear walls of fan coil/unit ventilator type HVAC unit chases;
4. ceilings beneath cold water pipes;
5. ceilings beneath air handlers in ceiling plenums;
6. ceilings in bathrooms that do not contain a shower area;
7. walls of plumbing chases;
8. walls of laundry rooms;
9. walls beneath kitchen sinks and splash areas above sinks;
10. walls behind kitchen stoves;
11. walls of bathrooms that are not solely water closet compartments, other than walls specifically
required to be cement board; and
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12. walls and ceilings in maintenance rooms and service sink rooms.
§ 5. The list of ASTM referenced standards in chapter 35 of the New York city building code is
amended by adding new reference standards “ASTM C1288 - 99(2010)”, “ASTM C1325 - 08b” and “ASTM
D3273 - 12” to read as follows:

ASTM

ASTM International 100 Barr Harbor Drive West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959

Standard reference title

Title

C 1288 - 99(2010) C
1325 - 08b D 3273 - 12

Standard Specification for Discrete Non-Asbestos Fiber-Cement Interior Substrate Sheets
Standard Specification for Non-Asbestos Fiber-Mat Reinforced Cementitious Backer Units
Standard Test Method for Resistance to Growth of Mold on the Surface of Interior Coatings
in an Environmental Chamber

§ 6. This local law shall take effect on July 1, 2014, except that the commissioner of buildings shall take such
measures as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective
date.
JCH
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