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By Council Members Recchia, Comrie, Gentile, Jackson, James, Koo, Levin, Mark-Viverito, Richards,
Rodriguez, Rose, Vann, Williams and Mealy

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department
of education to suspend any co-location or proposed co-location for any school impacted by superstorm sandy
or any other natural or weather-related disaster including any school that is physically damaged or any school
designated as a host for any such physically damaged school.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. The administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new title 21-A to

read as follows:

Title 21-A. Education.

Chapter 1. Definitions.

Chapter 2. Disaster-related Accommodations.

Chapter 1. Definitions.

§21-950 Definitions. Whenever used in this title, the following terms shall have the following

meanings:

a. “Chancellor” shall mean the chancellor of the New York city department of education.

b. “Department” shall mean the New York city department of education.

c. “Student” shall mean any pupil under the age of twenty-one under the jurisdiction of the

New York city department of education.

Chapter 2. Disaster-related Accommodations
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§21-951 Suspension of co-locations. a. For the purposes of this section the following terms shall have

the following meanings:

1. “Co-location” shall mean any school utilization plan which would require two or

more schools to occupy instructional space within the same school building in accordance with the provisions

of state education law section 2590-h.

2. “Host school” shall mean any school or school building that is required to

accommodate students who are not enrolled in such school or building that are placed from other schools or

school buildings as a result of a natural or weather-related disaster.

3. “Natural or weather-related disaster” shall mean any major adverse event resulting

from natural processes, which caused substantial damage, including but not limited to, hurricanes, floods, and

earthquakes.

b. For any school that has been negatively impacted by superstorm sandy or any other

natural or weather-related disaster, including but not limited to, any school that has been physically damaged,

the department shall immediately suspend any plan or proposed plan to co-locate such school for a suspension

period of at least 12 months or until such damage has been completely repaired. The department shall also

suspend any plan or proposed plan to co-locate a school that has been designated a host school for a suspension

period of at least 12 months or until such school is no longer designated as a host school for such purposes.

c. For any such school identified pursuant to subdivision b of this section, the suspension

period shall begin on the day the natural or weather-related disaster occurs. Within sixty calendar days of the

start of the suspension or as soon as practicable, the department shall notify the school community, including

but not limited to, parents, school employees and affected local community boards and elected officials, that

any such co-location plans or proposed co-location plans have been suspended. The department shall also file

and make publicly available, a revised educational impact statement, in accordance with state education law

section 2590-h.
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d. Within one hundred twenty calendar days of the occurrence of such natural or weather-

related disaster, the department shall submit to the council, a report which shall include but not be limited to; a

list of schools for which plans for co-location were suspended, reconsidered or canceled, the number of

students enrolled at each such school, and the fact specific reasons for each such suspension, reconsideration or

cancellation.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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