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Int. No. 1161

By Council Members Barron, Cabrera, Dickens, James, King, Reyna, Richards, Wills and Rodriguez

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the Department
of Homeless Services to evenly distribute shelters among community districts.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding

a new section 21-316 to read as follows:

§21-316. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section the following terms shall have the following

meanings:

1. “Community district” shall mean a historic, geographic and identifiable community as defined

by section 2701 of the charter of the city of New York.

2. “Shelter” shall mean temporary emergency housing provided to homeless adults, adult families,

and families with children by the department or a provider under contract or similar agreement with the

department.

b. Beginning no later than January 1, 2014, the department shall determine the number of shelters in

each community district within the city of New York and shall not site new shelters in community districts with

the highest number of shelters until each community district within the city of New York has an equal number

of shelters. Once each community district has an equal number of shelters, the department shall site new

shelters in rotation by borough, alternating between each of the five boroughs while maintaining an equal

number of shelters in each community district.
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§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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