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By Council Members Crowley, Chin, Fidler, Gentile, James, Koppell, Rose, Wills and Halloran

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to capturing methane at New
York city municipally-owned solid waste landfills.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Council finds that methane that is emitted from solid

waste landfills is the second largest source of human related methane emissions in the United States and that

the United States is responsible for eighteen percent of the global methane emissions from landfills. Methane is

a potent greenhouse gas and a contributor to smog, which is associated with respiratory illnesses adversely

impacting hundreds of thousands of New York City residents. The Council also finds that methane gas

emissions present an opportunity to capture landfill gas to generate electricity or replace fossil fuels in

industrial or manufacturing operations. The Council further finds that methane from the Freshkills Landfill Gas

Plant generates one million dollars per month in revenue for New York City.

Therefore, the Council finds that it is in the best interests of the City to further explore opportunities to

capture landfill gas from other closed municipally-owned solid waste landfills located within New York City.

§2. Subchapter 3 of title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a

new section 24-119.1 to read as follows:

§ 24-119.1 Landfill gas recovery. On or before December 1, 2013, and every three years thereafter, the

department shall submit to the mayor and council a report studying the feasibility, including a cost-benefit

analysis, of the construction and operation of an on-site landfill gas recovery facility at each closed and capped

municipally-owned solid waste landfill in New York city where no such landfill gas recovery facility is

currently located. A draft of such report shall be submitted to the mayor and the council no less than ninety days
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currently located. A draft of such report shall be submitted to the mayor and the council no less than ninety days

before the submission of the final report.

§3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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