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Int. No. 696

By Council Members Palma, Brewer, Cabrera, Chin, Dromm, Ferreras, Gonzalez, James, Koslowitz, Lander,
Mark-Viverito, Williams, Rodriguez, Mendez, Arroyo, Vann, Van Bramer, Jackson, Levin, Nelson, Barron,
Garodnick and the Public Advocate (Mr. de Blasio)

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on finger
imaging of food stamp applicants.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 21-132 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law

number 82 of 2005, is renumbered to be section 21-133 and amended to read as follows:

[§ 21-132.]§ 21-133.  Handling of applications for the food stamp program.

a. Submission of applications by facsimile.  Within one year of the effective date of the local law that

added this section, the commissioner shall develop and maintain a procedure that enables applicants for the

federal food stamp program to submit applications by facsimile.

b. Waiver of face-to-face interviews.  The commissioner shall maintain a procedure for waiving a face

-to-face interview for applicants for food stamps for whom the requirement constitutes a hardship, including but

not limited to illness, transportation difficulties, care of a household member, or work or training hours which

prevent the applicant from participating in an in-office interview.  Within 180 days of the effective date of the

local law that added this section, a description of the circumstances under which a face-to-face interview can be

waived shall be included in any information developed and circulated by or on behalf of the department that

describes the food stamp program.

c. Receipt.  Upon written or oral application to the department for food stamps an applicant shall
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immediately be provided with a receipt, which shall be in the form of a checklist and shall include, at a

minimum, the date of the application, a description of the information received, and an indication as to whether

any application for such benefits and services is complete or incomplete, and if incomplete, such receipt shall

identify any information or documents needed in order for the application to be deemed complete.

d. Ensuring accuracy of public information regarding location and office hours of food stamp offices.

The department shall regularly review all information available to the public on the department's website or any

other website maintained by or on behalf of the city of New York; any printed materials developed and

circulated by or on behalf of the department or the city of New York; and any information provided by 311 or

any hotline operated by or on behalf of the department, that describes the locations and office hours of all food

stamp offices in New York city and update such information as necessary to maintain accuracy.  At a minimum,

the department shall review all such information on a monthly basis.

e. Approvals.  To the extent that the requirements set forth in this section are subject to the approval of

the state office of temporary and disability assistance or the United States department of agriculture or any

other state or federal agency, the commissioner shall request such permission within 90 days of the effective

date of the local law that added this section.

f. Annual finger imaging report.  No later than April 1, 2012, and no later than every April 1

thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the speaker of the city council a report detailing, for the preceding

fiscal year: (i) the number of applicants for the federal food stamps program not also applying for cash

assistance who were subject to finger imaging, (ii) the amount of city tax levy funds spent on conducting such

finger imaging, (iii) the number of cases of fraud detected by finger imaging, and (iv) the number of applicants

referred for criminal prosecution based on information obtained by such finger imaging.

§2.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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