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Int. No. 634

By Council Members Brewer, Dickens, Dromm, Fidler, James, Koslowitz, Lander, Williams, Nelson and
Rodriguez

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring notice to the
city council of challenges to local laws.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 7 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by

adding a new section 7-111 to read as follows:

§7-111.  Notice to the city council of challenges to local laws.

a. The corporation counsel shall notify the speaker of the city council whenever a lawsuit is filed by or

against the city in which the validity of a local law is at issue, including but not limited to, claims that such law

is unconstitutional, preempted by state or federal law, or in violation of paragraph f of subdivision two of

section twenty-three of the municipal home rule law or subdivision five of section thirty-eight of the charter.

Such notification shall be provided to the speaker in writing no later than three business days from the date the
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lawsuit is filed by the city or the date of service upon the city.

b. The corporation counsel shall notify the speaker of the city council whenever the law department,

acting on behalf of the city in a judicial proceeding, either contests affirmatively or refrains from defending the

validity of a local law, including but not limited to, by asserting that such law is unconstitutional, preempted by

state or federal law, or in violation of paragraph f of subdivision two of section twenty-three of the municipal

home rule law or subdivision five of section thirty-eight of the charter.  Such notification shall be provided to

the speaker in writing no later than three business days from the date the law department files any papers in

which it contests affirmatively or refrains from defending the validity of a local law at issue in a judicial

proceeding.

c. The corporation counsel shall notify the speaker of the city council whenever the law department is

notified pursuant to paragraph two of subdivision b of section one-thousand and twelve of the civil practice law

and rules that the constitutionality of a local law is involved in an action to which the city is not a party.  Such

notification shall be provided to the speaker in writing no later than three business days from the date the law

department is notified pursuant to paragraph two of subdivision b of section one-thousand and twelve of the

civil practice law and rules.

d. Beginning no later than October 1, 2011, and no later than the first day of the  month following each

calendar quarter thereafter, the corporation counsel shall submit to the speaker of the city council a report

regarding active cases in which the validity of a local law is at issue.  Such report shall include the following

information for all such cases to which the city is a party or of which the city has been notified pursuant to

paragraph two of subdivision b of section one-thousand and twelve of the civil practice law and rules: (i) the

case index number and caption; (ii) the local law at issue and the nature of the claim(s); (iii) whether the city is

a plaintiff, defendant, third-party intervenor, or non-party; (iv) the name and contact information of the primary

assistant corporation counsel assigned to the case; (v) the status of the case; and (vi) for cases to which the city

is a party, a description of any papers filed since the last quarterly report.
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§ 2.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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