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By Council Members James, Cabrera, Dromm, Gonzalez, Koppell, Koslowitz, Lander, Mendez, Rose,
Williams, Rodriguez, Nelson, Lappin and Koo

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a Road
Salt Task Force.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Declaration of legislative findings and intent. The use of road salt (sodium chloride) in the

United States has increased eightfold since 1980. More than 22 million tons of road salts are used annually

nationwide. The New York State Department of Transportation requires a road salt application rate of 225

pounds per lane-mile for light snow and 270 pounds per lane-mile during a heavy snow storm. This results in

New York State dumping 500,000 tons of road salt per year.

Over the years, concerns have grown about the effects of dumping salt on roadways. Studies have

shown that road salt accumulates in ground water and pollutes freshwater sources. In New York, freshwater

salinity, the proportion of salt in freshwater, reaches levels equivalent to 25% of the concentration of seawater.
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salinity, the proportion of salt in freshwater, reaches levels equivalent to 25% of the concentration of seawater.

As freshwater salinity levels continue to rise, freshwater sources may become toxic to aquatic life and unfit for

human consumption. Salt also destroys soil structure which leads to soil erosion and can kill trees and other

roadside plants. It is estimated that 50% of vehicle corrosion can be attributed to road-salt, which annually

costs vehicle owners $11.7 billion nationwide. The annual cost of corrosion damage on automobile parts,

highway components, steel reinforcement bars, and concrete has been estimated to be as high as $26 billion

nationwide.

The Council finds that the use of salt to clear roads is damaging to the environment.  Based on this

finding, the Council determines that it is necessary to create a task force to study this issue further and draft

recommendations for alternate methods of melting snow and ice.

§2. Road Salt Task Force. a. There shall be a task force to study the effect of road salt on streets,

groundwater, and the environment and to make specific recommendations to the mayor and council on

alternative methods of melting snow and ice.

b. This task force shall be comprised of eleven members, six of whom shall be appointed by the speaker

of the council and five of whom shall be appointed by the mayor. The speaker shall designate one member as

the chairperson. The task force must be comprised of at least one member from the department of

transportation, two members representing environmental groups, two transportation planning experts, one

animal rights advocate and five members representing civic groups, one from each borough. Each appointed

task force member may be removed for cause by the appointing authority and any vacancy shall be filled in the

same manner as the original appointment was made. The task force shall be deemed established upon

appointment of six of its members.

c. Members of the task force shall serve without compensation and shall meet when deemed necessary

by the chairperson, but in no event shall the task force meet less than six times in a calendar year.

d. The department of transportation may provide staff to assist the task force.

e. The task force shall examine the use of road salt in the city of New York, with a focus on the effect of
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e. The task force shall examine the use of road salt in the city of New York, with a focus on the effect of

road salt on streets, groundwater, and the environment.

f. The task force shall issue a report to the speaker and the mayor within twelve months from its

establishment. The report shall include recommendations for alternative methods of melting snow and ice and

evaluate any environmental impact of these alternatives. This report shall be posted on the city’s website

within seven days from its submission to the speaker and mayor. The task force shall cease operation after the

submission of its report.

§3.  This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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