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Int. No. 841

By Council Members Schulman, Epstein, Wong, Brewer, Salaam, Aldebol, Hanif, Won, Santosuosso and
Wilson

A Local Law in relation to a pilot program to establish a pet food pantry

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:

Pet. The term “pet” means an animal that is kept primarily for companionship in compliance with all
applicable laws.

Pet food pantry. The term “pet food pantry” means a program that provides pet food for free to people
for their pets.

b. Pilot program. Within 6 months of the effective date of this local law, the commissioner of health and
mental hygiene shall establish at least 1 pet food pantry.

c. Duration. The commissioner of health and mental hygiene shall maintain the pet food pantry for at

least 12 months after it is established.
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d. Reporting. No later than 18 months after the effective date of this local law, the commissioner of
health and mental hygiene shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report on the pilot
program established pursuant to subdivision b of this section. Such report shall include the following
information:

1. An analysis of the utilization of the pet food pantry, including any available data on the number of pet
owners that visited the pantry and quantities of food distributed;

2. The effect, if any can be determined, of the pet food pantry on the number of pet surrenders to nearby
animal shelters;

3. The estimated cost of expanding the pilot program, on a per pet food pantry basis; and

4. An evaluation of the feasibility of continuing the pet food pantry and establishing pet food pantries in
additional locations.

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.JGp
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