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Res. No. 7-A

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation to
incorporate a 9/11 curriculum in all New York schools

By Council Member Ariola and The Speaker (Council Member Menin) and Council Members Joseph, Louis,
Brooks-Powers, Maloney, Narcisse, Dinowitz, Brewer, Morano, Paladino and Vernikov

Whereas, September 11, 2001, is the date of the worst terrorist attack against the United States (U.S.) in
our nation’s history, according to the U.S. Department of State; and

Whereas, On that date, commonly known as “9/11,” nearly 3,000 people were killed and more than
6,000 others injured; and

Whereas, According to the final report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the
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United States, known as the “9/11 Commission,” 19 terrorists from al-Qaeda, an Islamist terrorist organization,
hijacked four commercial airplanes, deliberately crashing two of the planes into the Twin Towers of the World
Trade Center in New York City (NYC), which ultimately collapsed killing 2,753 people; and

Whereas, In an attack on the nation's capital, the hijackers aimed the next two flights toward targets in
or near Washington, D.C., with the third plane crashing into the Pentagon, headquarters of the U.S. Department
of Defense in Arlington County, Virginia, killing 184 people, according to the 9/11 Commission report; and

Whereas, Passengers on the fourth hijacked plane fought back, after learning about the other attacks,
and the plane crashed into an empty field in western Pennsylvania, killing 40 people; and

Whereas, In the immediate aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, the U.S. responded by launching a military
mission in Afghanistan to destroy the terrorist group al-Qaeda, beginning less than a month after 9/11, and
lasting nearly 20 years until the 2021 withdrawal from Afghanistan; and

Whereas, Additionally, in the months following the attacks, the U.S. Congress passed, and the U.S.
President signed, the Patriot Act, to improve national security while impacting civil liberties, as well as the
Homeland Security Act, creating the Department of Homeland Security-now the third largest Cabinet
department; and

Whereas, Further, according to the Brookings Institution, in the ensuing years 9/11 has transformed
Americans’ attitudes about safety, privacy, and the nation’s role in global affairs, as well as having impacts
around the world; and

Whereas, The lasting impact of the 9/11 attacks are particularly evident in NYC, where the health
effects, particularly respiratory and mental health issues, continue to affect survivors, first responders, and
residents to this day; and

Whereas, Further, the events of 9/11 led to a significant rise in Islamophobia and xenophobia, resulting
1n an increase in discrimination and hate crimes; and

Whereas, Due to the historical significance of the events of 9/11 and the societal shifts that followed, it
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is critical that students learn about 9/11 to better understand today’s world; and

Whereas, The New York State Legislature should introduce legislation that would require that the
curriculum be age appropriate and include certain core information and themes, including: the events of the day
and the global impact of the attacks; the response by first responders and other agencies on 9/11 and during the
ensuing rescue and recovery operation; examples of heroism, resilience, and service that emerged during and
after 9/11 from people all over the world; and the global response to terrorism following 9/11; and

Whereas, In addition, the legislation should require that the curriculum provide information on the
enduring repercussions of 9/11 including discussion of the balance between civil liberties and national security,
as well as understanding how 9/11 and its aftermath contributed to the following in the U.S. and abroad:
Islamophobia and xenophobia in politics, domestic and foreign policy and legislation, media, and general
public attitudes, and an increase in hate crimes and discrimination; and

Whereas, Moreover, educating students about the events of 9/11 and its ongoing repercussions would
provide students with a better understanding of the world and could help combat discrimination and promote
tolerance, making them better citizens; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon on the New York State Legislature to

pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation to incorporate a 9/11 curriculum in all New York schools.
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