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Int. No. 380

By Council Members Vallone, Comrie, Fidler, James, Koppell, Lander, Rose, Williams, Levin and Crowley

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a pilot for the recycling of
expanded polystyrene.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 3 of title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York is

amended by adding new section 16-310.3 to read as follows:

§16-310.3 Expanded polystyrene recycling pilot. a. When used in this section, the term “EPS” shall

mean expanded polystyrene, or thermoplastic polymer foam comprised of at least 80 percent styrene or para-

methylstyrene by weight.

b. The commissioner shall establish a one-year pilot program for the recycling of EPS which shall
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include, but not be limited to, the following:

1. the collection and recycling of lunch trays composed of EPS by the department for one full school

year at no fewer than ten city schools of varying grade levels in each borough;

2. working in conjunction with the department of citywide administrative services to identify agencies

that use a significant amount of EPS and establish a pilot program to require the source separation and

collection of EPS from offices and facilities of each such agency;

3. working in conjunction with the operators of green markets and other relevant not-for-profit

organizations to establish a green market EPS recycling take-back program. Through such program, the

department shall provide weekly EPS recycling collection to no fewer than five participating green markets,

monthly collection to no fewer than twenty participating green markets, or any combination thereof that the

commissioner deems appropriate. The department shall provide deposit bins or other containers to participating

green markets to store EPS for department collection;

4. Establishing a voluntary retail take-back program at markets, pharmacies, retail locations that sell

EPS packaging, and at any other categories of retail locations the commissioner deems appropriate. The

department shall provide deposit bins or other containers and weekly recycling collection of EPS that has been

brought to, or source separated by, participating locations; and

5. The department shall accept EPS for collection and recycling at department special waste sites and

household hazardous waste collection events.

c. Within six months of the conclusion of the EPS recycling pilot required pursuant with this section, the

department shall issue a report assessing the efficacy of such pilot program including, but not limited to, the

following: the amount of EPS diverted through each take-back or collection program and, if possible, the

estimated EPS capture rate for the reported period; recommendations and cost estimates for expanding the EPS

recycling program; and recommendations for implementing section 1201 of the New York state tax law in order

to fund a permanent EPS recycling program.
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