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Int. No. 357

By The Public Advocate (Mr. De Blasio) and Council Members James, Lander, Palma, Williams, Rodriguez,
Mendez, Van Bramer and Halloran

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the use of green
technologies in landmarked buildings.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Legislative findings and intent.  The Council finds that historic buildings are considered

inherently sustainable because they were traditionally designed with attention to features that responded to

climate and site.  These features often lead to substantial energy savings for landmarked buildings as compared

to newer buildings.  While green building techniques and density goals are seen as a justification by some for

tearing down usable buildings and squandering their energy and inherent greenness, preservation keeps our
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history and culture alive while also enabling us to learn from the methods and practices of those who came

before us.

The Council finds that our current laws, however, prevent the City from furthering the often green

nature of these buildings.  These laws preclude us from taking advantage of on-site green technology that

would increase the sustainability of these buildings.  With careful planning the benefits of preservation and

sustainability are attainable simultaneously.  The City can and should balance the importance of preserving our

beautiful historic buildings with the need for clean, on-site energy generation and energy efficiency.  The use of

alternative energy systems on landmarked structures can benefit building owners by providing the cost savings

inherent in utilizing alternative energy.

Moreover, the Landmarks Preservation Commission already recognizes the value of balancing the

aesthetic importance of landmarks with the practical needs of today’s world as the Commission’s rules already

allow equipment such as air conditioning and heating equipment to be installed in and on landmarks.  These

proposed changes reflect the goals of making landmarks safer, more comfortable and better reflections of

modern sensibilities consistent with, and while preserving, the buildings’ history.

Therefore, the Council finds that updating our code to enable green technology to be installed upon

landmarked buildings will benefit the City as a whole in the ways identified above, and city landmarks in a way

that balances their specific needs with the needs of the City. To accomplish this, the Council finds that it is the

best interests of the City to amend the Administrative Code to allow for green technology to be installed in and

upon landmarked buildings and buildings that are eligible for landmark status.

§2. Section 25-302 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new

subdivision p-1 to read as follows:

p-1. “Mechanical equipment” shall include, but not be limited to heating, venting and air conditioning

equipment, alternative or distributed energy equipment, such as solar panels, wind turbines, or micro-turbines,

water tanks and their supporting structures, satellite dishes, stair and elevator bulkheads, screens, dunnages,

baffles, unenclosed decks, garden trellises or other associated railings and other accessory installations, but
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baffles, unenclosed decks, garden trellises or other associated railings and other accessory installations, but

shall not include telecommunication equipment and conventional television antennas.

§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment except that the chair of the landmarks

preservation commission shall take such measures, as are necessary for its implementation, including the

promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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