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Int. No. 353

By Council Members Gennaro, Brewer, Chin, Ferreras, Fidler, Garodnick, Gentile, James, Koppell, Lander,
Mark-Viverito, Nelson, Palma, Recchia, Van Bramer, Vann, Williams, Rodriguez, Halloran and Koo

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to creation of a Solar Map,
accessible online, and to establish a Smart Solar program to help residents and businesses pursue the best solar
solution for their locale.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent.

The Council finds that PlaNYC 2030 urges the city to “foster the market for renewable energy” and

“expand clean energy distribution.” While there is interest in the installation of solar energy generation
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“expand clean energy distribution.” While there is interest in the installation of solar energy generation

systems, creation of a Solar Map identifying all of the locations currently using solar energy generation systems

will promote greater public awareness about solar energy benefits and, therefore, facilitate greater use of solar

energy generation systems among building owners.

Buildings account for eighty percent of CO2 emissions in New York City and while many buildings in

New York City are well-suited for roof-top solar electric systems; presently, most roofs in the city serve no pro-

active function. Therefore it is in the best interest of City to create and maintain an easily-accessible “Solar

Map” that identifies solar installations in the city and quantifies their benefits.

§2. The New York city building code is amended by adding a new chapter 34 to read as follows:

Chapter 34 Renewable Energy Systems.

Section BC 3401 General

3401.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall govern renewable energy systems, including photovoltaic

systems.

Section BC 3402 Definitions

3402. Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter, the following terms shall mean as follows:

a. “Photovoltaic system” shall mean any system, as defined by the United States department of energy,

that utilizes solar radiation to produce electricity.

b. “Reviewing agencies” shall mean the department of buildings and the department of city planning.

c. “Solar map” shall mean an interactive on-line map that spatially displays the presence of a solar

energy generation system or solar thermal system located on a building roof or otherwise affixed to a building.

d. “Solar energy generation system” shall mean technologies that use active or passive solar radiation to

generate electricity for space heating or cooling and to heat water.

Section BC 3403 Photovoltaic systems.

3403.1 General. Photovoltaic systems shall comply with this section.
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3403.1.1 The reviewing agencies shall create a solar map that estimates the size of all roofs of all of the

buildings in the city of New York and identifies the location of all photovoltaic systems.

3403.1.2 Such map shall be completed within eighteen months from the effective date of this section and shall

be updated every six months and shall be accessible via the Internet or displayed on the department’s website.

3403.1.3. The solar map shall contain information including, but not limited to,

a) For roofs upon which photovoltaic systems have been installed, each system size, estimated energy

savings per year, the name of the installer, and the estimated carbon dioxide emissions reduction per year and

cumulative since the system’s installation.

b) For roofs on which photovoltaic systems have not been installed, the size of the roof ,and the

estimated photovoltaic potential, estimated potential electricity that might be produced per year, estimated

potential electricity savings per year, and estimated potential carbon dioxide emissions reduction per year.

c) Identification using different color markings for systems installed on commercial, residential,

municipal, school/library structures or structures owned by a non-profit.

d) The actual and estimated potential figures for buildings owned by the city of New York.

e) Information to help property owners understand the benefits of photovoltaic systems.

§3. This local law shall take effect one hundred eighty days after its enactment, except that the

department of buildings in consultation with the department of city planning shall take such measures,

including the promulgation of rules, as are necessary for its implementation.
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