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Int. No. 329

By The Public Advocate (Mr. de Blasio) and Council Members Gentile, Palma, Recchia, Williams, Nelson,
Mendez and Rose

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department
of transportation to conduct traffic studies for any school with students at or below the eighth grade level.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 19-179 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as

follows:

§19-179 Traffic [calming study] studies. a. The commissioner shall conduct a study on the feasibility

of installing traffic calming measures, including but not limited to, raised crosswalks, traffic circles and

protected pedestrian phases in appropriate locations in the city. Within one year of the effective date of [this]

the local law that added this section, the commissioner shall submit a report of the department’s findings to the

council.
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b. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(1) “traffic calming” shall mean any engineering measure which slows vehicular traffic and

accommodates other street users such as pedestrians, bicyclists or children at play.

(2) “raised crosswalks” shall mean crosswalks which are raised several inches above street level in

order to slow vehicular traffic.

(3) “traffic circles” shall mean landscaped islands in the middle of intersections which can replace

traffic control indications or stop signs on non-arterial streets.

(4) “protected pedestrians phases” shall mean traffic control indications that are adjusted to provide that

all conflicting vehicular movements are stopped in order to accommodate pedestrian movement.

(5) “eligible school” shall mean any educational facility under the jurisdiction of the New York city

department of education and any non-public school that provides educational instruction to students at or below

the eighth grade level.

c. The commissioner shall conduct traffic studies on the feasibility of installing traffic calming

measures adjacent to all eligible schools. (1) Such traffic studies shall follow the following schedule: within

one year of the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision, the commissioner shall complete

traffic studies of twenty-five percent of all eligible schools; within two years of the effective date of the local

law that added this subdivision, the commissioner shall complete traffic studies of fifty percent of all eligible

schools; within three years of the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision, the commissioner

shall complete traffic studies of seventy-five percent of all eligible schools; and within four years of the

effective date of the local law that added this subdivision, the commissioner shall complete traffic studies of all

eligible schools.

(2) If any new eligible schools open within four years after the effective date of the local law that added

this subdivision, a traffic study of such school shall be completed within the schedule provided in paragraph 1

of this subdivision. With respect to the opening of any new eligible school after the expiration of the four year

period following the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision, the commissioner shall conduct
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period following the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision, the commissioner shall conduct

a traffic study of such eligible school within ninety days of such opening.

(3) If the commissioner determines, after conducting any traffic study mandated pursuant to this

subdivision, that traffic calming measures are needed at any eligible school, such traffic calming measures shall

be installed within one year after the completion of the traffic study at such eligible school.

§2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment.
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