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Res. No. 330

Resolution calling on the federal government to make over-the-counter naloxone free for everyone.

By Council Members Ossé, Gennaro, Cabán, Sanchez, Abreu, Ayala, Hudson, Nurse, Narcisse, Louis and
Hanks

Whereas, According to the National Center for Health Statistics at the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC), nationally, overdose deaths involving opioids increased by more than eight times since

1999, accounting for over 932,000 deaths between 1999 and 2020; and

Whereas, The most recent available CDC data show that in 2020, 38,048 drug overdose deaths occurred

in 28 U.S. states and the District of Columbia, for an age-adjusted rate of 30.6 per 100,000 U.S. residents; and

Whereas, 13,287 overdose deaths in the U.S. in 2020 involved opioids with stimulants, accounting for
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34.9 percent of all overdose deaths, for an age-adjusted rate of 10.8 per 100,000 U.S. residents; and

Whereas, 18,307 overdose deaths in the U.S. in 2020 involved opioids without stimulants, accounting

for 48.1 percent of all overdose deaths, for an age-adjusted rate of 14.7 per 100,000 U.S. residents; and

Whereas, CDC data also reveal that in 2020, 70 percent of all drug overdose deaths in the U.S. involved

illicitly-manufactured varieties of fentanyl-a synthetic opioid; and

Whereas, Nationwide CDC data additionally indicate that in 2020, overdose deaths involving opioids

with stimulants were especially prevalent among Black, non-Hispanic persons and American Indian/Alaska

Native, non-Hispanic individuals, at an age-adjusted rate of 14.6 per 100,000 individuals and 12.9 per 100,000

individuals, respectively, and contrasted with the national rate of 10.8 per 100,000 U.S. residents; and

Whereas, Nationwide CDC data also show that in 2020, overdose deaths involving opioids without

stimulants were most frequent among Black, non-Hispanic persons and White, non-Hispanic individuals, at an

age-adjusted rate of 16.7 per 100,000 individuals and 16.2 per 100,000 individuals, respectively, and contrasted

with the national rate of 14.7 per 100,000 U.S. residents; and

Whereas, Among New York State residents, the number of overdose deaths involving any opioid

increased each year between 2010 and 2017 at an overall rate of over 200 percent; and

Whereas, In 2019, there were 2,939 opioid-related overdose deaths in New York State, with most of the

opioid-related mortality trend driven by synthetic opioids other than methadone-predominantly illegally-

produced fentanyl-which was responsible for a total increase in opioid-overdose deaths of over 1,251 percent

between 2010 and 2019; and

Whereas, Preliminary January 2023 data published by the New York State Department of Health reveal

that the age-adjusted rate of overdose deaths involving any opioid grew in New York State from 14.9 per

100,000 New York State residents in 2019 to 23.8 per 100,000 New York State residents in 2021, representing

2,671 opioid-related overdose deaths in 2021 throughout the state exclusive of New York City; and

Whereas, Data published by the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (NYC

DOHMH) demonstrate that in New York City, drug overdose deaths increased every year between 2018 and
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DOHMH) demonstrate that in New York City, drug overdose deaths increased every year between 2018 and

2021, from 1,452 deaths to 2,668 deaths; and

Whereas, NYC DOHMH data also indicate that the rate of drug overdose deaths in New York City

inclined from 31.6 per 100,000 New York City residents in 2020 to 39.4 per 100,000 New York City residents

in 2021; and

Whereas, Black New York City residents had the highest rate of drug overdose deaths in 2021, at 53.5

per 100,000 individuals, and the largest increase in rate when accounting for race or ethnicity from 39.8 per

100,000 individuals in 2020; and

Whereas, The rate of drug overdose deaths among Hispanic New York City residents grew from 35.7

per 100,000 individuals in 2020 to 49.2 per 100,000 individuals in 2021; and

Whereas, NYC DOHMH reported that for the fifth consecutive year, fentanyl was the most common

substance involved in overdose deaths in New York City, playing a part in 80 percent of all drug overdose

deaths in 2021; and

Whereas, Residents of very high poverty New York City neighborhoods had the highest rate of overdose

deaths in 2021, at 71.7 per 100,000 residents, and the largest increase in rate from 49.7 per 100,000 residents in

2020; and

Whereas, Naloxone is a medication that rapidly reverses the effects of opioid overdose and is the

standard treatment for opioid overdose; and

Whereas, The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) first approved naloxone nasal spray, under the

brand name Narcan, in 2015 as a prescription drug, and on March 29, 2023, Narcan became the first naloxone

product approved by FDA for over-the-counter, non-prescription sale and use; and

Whereas, GoodRx, a free service that gathers prices, coupons, and savings tips for prescription and non-

prescription drugs at virtually every U.S. pharmacy to help Americans find lower drug prices in their local

communities, projects that naloxone nasal spray would be offered for sale at discounted prices with GoodRx

coupons ranging from $35.50 at Rite Aid to $91.73 at Acme Markets Pharmacy, with most retail outlets’ prices
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coupons ranging from $35.50 at Rite Aid to $91.73 at Acme Markets Pharmacy, with most retail outlets’ prices

clustered around $40 to $50; and

Whereas, According to a July 2019 report by the Kaiser Family Foundation, a non-profit health policy

research organization, in 2016-2017, 25 percent of uninsured American adults with Opioid Use Disorder were

living in poverty, and an additional 35 percent of them had incomes ranging between 100 percent and 200

percent of the Federal Poverty Level ($24,120 a year for an individual in 2017); and

Whereas, To stem the ever-rising tide of the opioid-related mortality, it is imperative to make over-the-

counter naloxone free for everyone in order to remove financial barriers to access to this life-saving medication;

now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the federal government to make over-the-

counter naloxone free for everyone.
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