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Int. No. 742

By Council Members Brewer, Restler, Feliz, Holden, Won, Avilés and Brannan

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to lobbying prohibitions in
connection with campaign-related fundraising or political consulting

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 2 of title 3 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding

a new subchapter 4 to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER 4

PROHIBITED LOBBYING BY PERSONS ENGAGED IN CAMPAIGN-RELATED FUNDRAISING OR

POLITICAL CONSULTING
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§ 3-251 Definitions. As used in this subchapter, the following terms have the following meanings:

Contribution. The term “contribution” has the same meaning as set forth in subdivision 8 of section 3-

702.

Fundraising activities. The term “fundraising activities” means solicitation or collection of contributions

for a candidate for nomination for election, or election, or for the political committee of such candidate.

Lobbying. The term “lobbying” has the same meaning as set forth in subdivision (c) of section 3-211.

Person. The term “person” means a person as such term is defined in section 1-112 and any spouse or

domestic partner and unemancipated children of such person; and if the person is an organization, the term

“person” means only (i) the division of the organization that engages in fundraising activities or political

consulting activities, (i1) any officer or employee of such person who engages in fundraising activities or

political consulting activities of the organization or is employed in the organization’s division that engages in

fundraising activities or political consulting activities of the organization, and (iii) the spouse or domestic

partner and unemancipated children of such officers or emplovyees.

Political committee. The term “‘political committee” has the same meaning as set forth in subdivision 11

of section 3-702.

Political consulting activities. The term ‘“political consulting activities” means participation in the

campaign of a candidate for nomination for election, or election, by providing political advice for compensation

by or on behalf of such candidate.

Public servant. The term “public servant” has the same meaning as set forth in subdivision 19 of section

2601 of the charter.

§ 3-252 Prohibited lobbying of elected officials. a. A person who has engaged in fundraising activities

for a candidate for nomination for election, or election, to the office of mayor, public advocate, comptroller,

borough president, or member of the council, or for the political committee of any such candidate, or for a

public servant who is a candidate for nomination for election, or election, to any elective office, or for the
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political committee of any such public servant shall not engage in lobbying before any such candidate or such

public servant who is elected within 2 years after the occurrence of such fundraising activities to any such

office. Such prohibition applies for a period of 1 year after the certification of election results for such

candidate or such public servant.

b. A person who has engaged in political consulting activities for a candidate for nomination for

election, or election, to the office of mayor, public advocate, comptroller, borough president, or member of the

council, or for a public servant who is a candidate for nomination for election, or election, to any elective office

shall not engage in lobbying before any such candidate or such public servant who is elected within 2 years

after the occurrence of such political consulting activities to any such office. Such prohibition applies for a

period of 1 vear after the certification of election results for such candidate or such public servant.

§ 3-253 Notice. The campaign finance board shall work with agencies and the council to develop

notices and advertisements intended to reach persons that engage in fundraising activities or political consulting

activities that will inform such persons of the prohibitions set forth in this subchapter. The campaign finance

board shall disseminate such notices and advertisements through print and electronic media no later than 60

days after the effective date of the local law that added this subchapter.

§ 3-254 Penalties. Any person that knowingly and willfully violates section 3-252 is subject to a civil

penalty, which for the first violation is not less than $2.500 and not more than $5.000, for the second violation

is not less than $5.000 and not more than $15.000, and for the third and subsequent violations is not less than

$15.000 and not more than $30.000 dollars. In addition to such civil penalties, for the second and subsequent

violations of section 3-252. a person that knowing and willfully violates such section is also guilty of a class A

misdemeanor.

§ 2. This local law takes effect 270 days after it becomes law.
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