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Int. No. 42

By Council Members Koppell, Palma and Vallone

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to banning the release of
certain birds for ceremonial purposes.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter one of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by

adding a new section 17-196 to read as follows:

§17-196 Restrictions on ceremonial bird release. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the

following terms shall have the following meanings:

1. “Prohibited birds” shall mean white ring neck doves, white squab, and untrained white homing

pigeons.

2.  “Approved birds” shall mean trained white homing pigeons.

3. “Person” shall mean any natural person, corporation, partnership, firm, organization or other legal
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entity.

4. “Home aviary” shall mean the normal enclosure where birds are kept in confinement and trained to

return.

b. Ceremonial releases. No person shall release or attempt to release any prohibited birds for

ceremonial purposes. No person shall release or attempt to release approved birds after dusk, in inclement

weather, or more than fifty miles from the home aviary.

c. Any violation of this section shall be a misdemeanor triable by a judge of the criminal court of the

city of New York and punishable by not more than six months imprisonment or by a fine of not more than one

thousand dollars or both.

d. In addition to the penalties prescribed by subdivision c any person who violates any of the provisions

of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than two hundred dollars nor more than one thousand

dollars per violation.

§ 2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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